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Date:    February 15, 2017 

To:    Board of Retirement 

From:  James Wilbanks, Retirement Administrator  

Subject: Disability Appeals Legal Counsel 

 
 

Attached is a letter from Mr. Anthony Graham in which he declines to represent the Board of Retirement 

in the appeal of the Adams disability case.  Mr. Graham expresses his previously stated concerns about 

our current process.   

With Mr. Graham’s decision to not accept this assignment, the Board needs to explore other options for 

retaining legal representation in disability appeals.  The Board is faced with two options: either direct 

staff to conduct a search for providers in the space, or explore expanding current legal services contracts 

to encompass this area. 

After receiving Mr. Graham’s letter, I reached out to legal counsel about the matter and was advised that 

the Sonoma County Counsel Office has an attorney that handles appeals such as this for other clients.  

The Sonoma County Counsel is willing to contract for the disability appeals work and there is an 

immediate need to begin this work since we have a case on appeal currently. 

I recommend the Board of Retirement authorize staff to take the necessary steps to contract with Sonoma 

County Counsel to represent the Board in disability appeals. 




