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PREFACE

The Mendocino County Code, has been kept current by regular supplemen
tation by Municipal Code Corporation, its successor in interest.

The code is organized by subject matter under an expandable three-factor
decimal numbering system which is designed to facilitate supplementation
without disturbing the numbering of existing provisions. Each section number
designates, in sequence, the numbers of the Title, chapter, and section. Thus,
Section 2.12.040 is Section .040, located in Chapter 2.12 of Title 2. In most
instances, sections are numbered by tens (.010, .020, .030, etc.), leaving nine
vacant positions between original sections to accommodate future provisions.
Similarly, chapters and titles are numbered to provide for internal expansion.

In parentheses following each section is a legislative history identifying the
specific sources for the provisions of that section. This legislative history is
complemented by an ordinance disposition table, following the text of the code,
listing by number all ordinances, their subjects, and where they appear in the
codification; and beginning with Supplement No. 22, legislation can be tracked
using the "Code Comparative Table and Disposition List."

A subject-matter index, with complete cross-referencing, locates specific
code provisions by individual section numbers.

This supplement brings the Code up to date through Ordinance No. 4237,
passed April 20, 2010.

Municipal Code Corporation
1700 Capital Circle SW
Tallahassee, FL 32310
800-262-2633

111 Supp. No. 27



Sec. 2.28.070 Other Relationships to County
Officers and Department Heads.

(A) Information and Cooperation. Each
County officer or department head, upon request
of the CEO, shall provide any record or other
information relating to the administrative opera
tion of such department and shall otherwise co
operate in the review or investigation of the ad
ministrative operation of such department. Each
County officer or department head shall promptly
comply with any written directive by the CEO
relating to the use of personnel, equipment or
facilities of such office or administrative proce
dures relating thereto.

(B) Conduit to Board. All requests by depart
ment heads for Board action shall be through the
CEO. If the CEO makes a recommendation which
is adverse to the request, the CEO shall notify the
officer or department head of the time when the
same will be presented to the Board and the officer
or department head may either withdraw the re
quest before its presentation to the Board or he!
she may appear before the Board and be heard.

(C) Contact with Board. Except for requests
that a time be agendized for Board consideration
and action, nothing contained in this Chapter
shall be construed as restricting the ability of the
County officers or department heads from con
tacting Board members directly. (Ord. No. 4140
(part), adopted 2005; Ord. No. 4182 (part),
adopted 2007.)

44.1

§ 2.28.070
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CHAPTER 2.30

THE CLERK OF THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS*

Sec. 2.30.010 Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors-Office Established.

There is hereby created in the County of
Mendocino a County Officer known as the Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors. The Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors shall be the County Execu
tive Officer and shall be subject to all provisions
set forth in Chapter 2.28 of this Code.
(Ord. No. 4237, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 2.30.020 Powers and Duties.
The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall

have those powers and duties specifically pre
scribed to that office by the California Govern
ment Code and such additional powers and duties
specifically assigned by the Board and set forth
herein.
(Ord. No. 4237, 4-20-2010)

*Editor's not_Ord. No. 4237, adopted April 20, 2010, amended
former Ch. 2.30 in its entirety to read as herein set out. Former Ch.

2.30 pertained to similar subject matter and derived from Ord. No.
1979, § 2, adopted in 1977.
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CHAPTER 3.12

COUNTY VEHICLE POLICY*

Sec. 3.12.010. Purpose and Intent.
The Board of Supervisors has approved the

purchase of motor vehicles for the use of County
officers and employees whose duties require fre
quent trips on County business, it being the judg
ment of the Board that the purchase and use of
such vehicles is in the public interest. This Chapter
is enacted pursuant to Government Code Section
25305 and its purpose is to govern the responsibil
ities and rules for the use of County-owned and
leased vehicles (hereinafter "County vehicles") and
privately owned vehicles used for County business.
This Chapter applies to County officers and em
ployees, including elected and appointed depart
ment heads and volunteers.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.020. Applicability of Article.
Elected and appointed department heads are

responsible for enforcing this Ordinance within
their departments.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.030. Limitations on Use of County
Vehicles.

(A) County vehicles shall be operated in ac
cordance with established State and local laws and
the established policies of the Board of Supervi
sors, in a safe and courteous manner.

(B) Use of County vehicles for any purpose
other than County business is prohibited.

(C) Transportation in a County vehicle of
members of any driver's family or of any other
person not connected with County business is
prohibited, except for members of families and/or
professional colleagues or members of the com
munity accompanying employees on officially au
thorized trips, at no expense to the County. A

*Editor's note-Ord. No. 4236, adopted April 20, 2010, repealed
amended former Ch. 3.12 in its entirety to read as herein set out.
Former Ch. 3.12 pertained to similar subject matter and derived from
Ord. No. 4157, § 1, adopted in 2005.
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§ 3.12.030

family member may accompany the driver only
with the prior written authorization of the depart
ment head.

(D) County vehicles may not be used outside
an employee's regular working hours or officially
assigned duties except as permitted under Section
3.12.050 of this Chapter.

(E) County vehicles may not be used to travel
to and from an employee's home except as permit
ted in Section 3.12.060 of this Chapter.

(F) County vehicles may not be used for traJ;ls
portation to home, restaurants, or stores, except to
attend a business meeting or conduct official busi
ness, unless the destination is en route while on
duty. Incidental use during out-of-town meetings
or conferences is allowed within reason.

(G) With the exception of individuals who
are employed in the District Attorney and Sheriff's
Offices, no individual shall be authorized to oper
ate a County vehicle or a privately owned vehicle
on County business without prior approval from
the Director of the General Services Agency at the
signed request of the employee's department head.
Employees of the District Attorney and Sheriff
offices shall be authorized to operate a County
vehicle upon the approval of the Sheriff or Dis
trict Attorney.

(H) It is the responsibility of each depart
ment head to maintain with the General Services
Agency a current and accurate list of authorized
County drivers (hereinafter "drivers").

(I) It shall be the responsibility of each de
partment to immediately inform the General Ser
vices Agency of any change in the status of a
driver's license that may adversely affect the driver's
driving privilege.

(J) During the first week in January of each
year, all departments are required to provide the
Director of the General Services Agency with an
annual updated and accurate list of drivers.

(1) This list shall include such information
deemed necessary and proper by the Director of
the General Services Agency, including but not
limited to the following:

a. The name of the driver;

Supp. No. 27



§ 3.12.030

b. The driver's California driver's license num
ber; and

c. The driver's office or primary work loca
tion, and telephone number.

(2) Consistent with Subsection (G) above and
California Penal Code Sections 832.7 and 832.8,
Subsection (J)1.b. above shall not apply to drivers
occupying peace officer positions in the Sheriffs
Office or District Attorney's Office.

(K) Failure to provide the annual updated list
may result in denial or delay in approval or autho
rization for use of County vehicles by the Director
of the General Services Agency.

(1) The annual list of drivers is only valid for
the calendar year submitted and must be re
approved by the Director of the General Services
Agency annually.

(2) Updated lists must be submitted by Janu
ary 7th of each year. The County Auditor will
deny mileage reimbursement of any claims filed by
an unauthorized driver or a driver whose driving
privileges have been suspended.

(3) If the department head fails to respond
and file the required annual updated list by Janu
ary 7th, the Director of the General Services
Agency shall send a notice granting an additional
seven (7) calendar days to respond.

(4) Failure to file or respond with the up
dated list by January 31st shall result in denial of
driving privileges, or such other course of action
as is deemed necessary by the Director of the
General Services Agency.

(L) New requests for authorization may be
submitted by department heads and approved dur
ing the year by the Director of the General Ser
vices Agency. All requests shall be in accordance
with the requirements set forth in Section
3.12.030(1).

(M) It is the responsibility of the department
head to ensure that written verification of insur
ance for use of privately owned vehicles on County
business is current and on file in the department in
advance of such use.
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(N) Each department shall follow the proce
dure established by the General Services Agency
for tracking and accounting for the daily use of
County vehicles assigned to the department.

(1) This procedure shall require that drivers
note the vehicle identification number, date, miles
driven or hours used, destination(s), and driver
name for each daily use of a County vehicle.

(2) Recognizing the independent and consti
tutionally and statutorily designated investigative
and prosecutorial functions of the Sheriff and
District Attorney, the Director of the General
Services Agency shall establish separate reporting
requirements for tracking and accounting for the
daily use of County vehicles assigned to these
offices.

(3) This information shall be compiled by
each department and submitted monthly to the
General Services Agency for the purpose of peri
odically evaluating the cost-effectiveness, distribu
tion, and overall size of the County vehicle fleet.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.040. Driver Responsibilities.

(A) Each driver shall drive responsibly, antic
ipate emergency situations and make every effort
to avoid collisions. All drivers operating a vehicle
on County business represent the County of
Mendocino and shall always project a profes
sional and responsible image to the public.

(B) Each driver is expected to be knowledge
able of, and follow, all applicable Federal, State,
and local traffic laws.

(C) Each driver operating vehicles or equip
ment on County business must have a valid State
of California driver's license.

(D) Each driver shall immediately inform his/
her supervisor in the event his/her driver's license
is suspended, revoked or is otherwise restricted in
a way that impacts the driver's ability to perform
his/her job.

(E) Each driver, prior to operating a private
vehicle on County business, shall provide proof of
insurance for the vehicle to his/her supervisor.



Drivers shall immediately notify their supervisor
in the event of a change in the status of said
vehicle insurance.

(F) Each driver shall comply with his/her
department's procedure for tracking and account
ing for the daily use of County vehicles assigned to
the department.

(G) Except as provided by subsection (g) of
the California Vehicle Code Section 27315, seat
belts shall be used at all times by the driver and all
passengers in a County vehicle. (CVC §27315(d)( 1)
& (e))

(H) All children riding in a County vehicle
shall be properly seat belted. Child safety seats
shall be used as required by the California Vehicle
Code. (CVC §§ 27360 through 27364)

(I) Drivers shall be familiar with the manner
of operation of vehicles that they operate on
County business. If a driver is unsure of the oper
ation of a County vehicle, he/she should check the
owner's manual in the glove box of the car or
contact the County Garage for assistance.

(J) Drivers shall remain attentive to driving
at all times. Eating or drinking, dealing with pas
sengers or other distractions while the vehicle is
moving should be avoided. Whenever possible,
drivers should pull off the road and stop when
having to deal with distractions in the vehicle.
Except as permitted by California Vehicle Code
Section 23123, use of a wireless telephone while
driving is prohibited.

(K) Smoking is prohibited in all County ve
hicles.

(L) Consumption of alcohol, drugs or other
intoxicants that may interfere with the safe oper
ation of County vehicles and equipment is strictly
prohibited.

(M) No County vehicle shall be operated when
in a known dangerous or defective condition.

(N) When a County vehicle is found to be in a
dangerous or defective condition, it shall be re
ported to the County Garage as soon as is practi
cal.

(0) Drivers shall conduct a visual inspection
of the County-assigned vehicle or pool vehicle for

90.1
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damage prior to use. Any damage or safety prob
lems observed shall be reported to the County
Garage immediately upon discovery.

(P) All County vehicles shall be legally and
safely parked and locked when unattended.

(Q) Any driver who receives a traffic citation
other than for illegal parking while operating a
County vehicle shall report such citation to his/
her department head. All traffic or parking cita
tions are the sole responsibility of the driver.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.050. Use of County Vehicles Outside
Regular Working Hours Without
Prior Authorization.

(A) A County vehicle may only be used out
side an employee's regular working hours without
prior authorization when the employee is either
returning from an officially authorized trip after
regular working hours or leaving before regular
working hours.

(B) A County vehicle may be parked at the
employee's horne for travel to or from a pre
authorized meeting or event when such horne ga
raging is deemed necessary or expedient for such
travel.
(Ord. No. 4236,4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.060. Authorization for
Work-to-Home/Home-to-Work
Use of a County Vehicle.

(A) Upon the recommendation of the Gen
eral Services Agency Director or his/her designee,
the Board of Supervisors as set forth herein shall
approve an annual list of employees authorized to
use a County vehicle for work-to-home/home-to
work use, when such use is determined to be in the
best interests of the County. "In the best interests
of the County" is defined as "those vehicle assign
ments that are cost-effective to the County, en
hance service to the public and better provide for
public safety, and can stand the test of public
scrutiny".

(B) On or before January 7th of each year, all
department heads must file with the General Ser-
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§ 3.12.060

vices Agency Director a Request for Authoriza
tion for each employee certified by the appointing
authority to use a County vehicle for work-to
home/home-to-work. The Request for Authoriza
tion shall include the following information:

(1) The name of the employee;
(2) Verification that the employee is autho

rized to operate a County vehicle, pursuant to
Section 3.12.030 of this Chapter;

(3) The location where the vehicle will be
parked, if other than at the employee's home ad
dress on record with Human Resources;

(4) The employee's classification or position;
and

(5) The estimated frequency, reason, and a
complete, detailed justification and/or descrip
tion for which such use is requested.

(C) Examples of approved reasons or circum
stances that the department head may submit to
the General Services Agency Director in the Re
quest for Approval include:

(1) The employee is on call for service in emer
gencies related to loss of life or property, and is
required to respond directly to a site other than
the employee's normal place of employment, and
such response is of an emergency nature.

(2) The department head certifies that recur
ring, daily or continual work-to-home/home-to
work use by the identified employee is necessary
for the safe and/or efficient conduct of County
business.

(D) The General Services Agency Director
shall transmit the requests to the Board of Super
visors via an updated list of "Personnel Autho
rized to Use County Vehicles for Work-To-Home/
Home-To-Work," with his/her recommendations.
The General Services Agency Director shall en
sure that the requests transmitted to the Board
have been edited to remove information that might
compromise the safety or privacy of County em
ployees. Approved requests shall be valid for one
(1) year.

(E) Department heads shall keep the General
Services Agency Director current with employee
use of vehicles for work-to-home/home-to-work.

Supp. No. 27 90.2

(1) During the year, department heads may
submit to the General Services Agency Director
new individual requests for authorization as cir
cumstances arise.

(2) The information, including justification,
reason, and circumstances requiring work-to
home/home-to-work use, as set forth in this Sec
tion, shall be included in the request for the indi
vidual employee.

(3) Individual requests that are submitted dur
ing the year may be approved only until the follow
ing January.

(F) The General Services Agency Director
and Board of Supervisors shall be authorized to
approve or disapprove requests for a period not to
exceed one (1) year.

(G) No employee who receives a vehicle al
lowance shall be authorized for work-to-home/
home-to-work use of a County vehicle.

(H) Employees permitted to take County ve
hicles home for work-to-home/home-to-work may
be subject to IRS-taxable fringe benefit laws.

(I) Employees who temporarily reside at a
location other than their home address of record
shall notify their department head of the location
where their assigned County vehicle will be parked.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.070. Vehicle Collisions, Incidents or
Damage.

(A) It is the responsibility of the driver of a
County vehicle to exercise reasonable care to avoid
impediments or obstructions in the path of the
vehicle which might cause damage to the vehicle,
other vehicles or property, or injury to drivers,
passengers and pedestrians.

(B) All collisions or vehicle damage in a
County vehicle, or piece of equipment, or a pri
vately owned vehicle being used on County busi
ness, regardless of severity, shall be reported im
mediately to the driver's supervisor, to the
appropriate law enforcement agency (request an
official collision report from the responding of
ficer), the County Garage, and the County Risk
Manager. Vehicle collisions involving extensive



property damage, personal injury or loss of life,
must also be reported to the DMV within ten (10)
days of the incident. It is the driver's responsibility
to report the incident to the DMY.

(C) Drivers involved in any collision or inci
dent in a County vehicle, or a privately owned
vehicle being used on County business, shall make
a complete report of such collision or incident to
the County Risk Manager within one (1) business
day. If the driver is unable to make the report
because of injury or other incapacity, the appro
priate supervisor or manager shall submit a re
port.

(D) Collision/incident reports shall contain
information on other vehicles, drivers, property
involved, witnesses, weather conditions, road con
ditions, and any other pertinent information re
garding such collision. Collision/incident report
forms are located in the glove compartment on all
County vehicles or at the County Garage.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.080. State of Emergency.
When the County has declared a state of emer

gency, and an employee, at the determination of
his/her department head, is likely to be required
to respond directly to a site other than the
employee's normal place of employment, and such
response is of an emergency nature, the depart
ment head may authorize County vehicle use out
side regular working hours and/or work-to-home/
home-to-work use for the employee without prior

. approval of the Board of Supervisors.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

Sec. 3.12.090. Night and Weekend Storage.
(l) Except as permitted under the preceding

sections, all County vehicles shall be stored nights
and weekends on County premises, at the County
Garage, unless otherwise authorized by the County
Garage Manager.

(2) All County vehicles shall be locked and
keys shall not be left in cars under any circum
stances.
(Ord. No. 4236, 4-20-2010)

90.3
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Sec. 3.12.100. Penalties.
Failure to comply with this Chapter may re

sult in disciplinary action, up to and including
termination. It is up to the discretion of the de
partment head to take appropriate corrective ac
tion."
(Ord. No. 4236,4-20-2010)

Supp. No. 27
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other legal remedies and penalties, civil or crimi
nal, which may be applicable under other laws.
(Ord. No. 3477, adopted 1983.)

Sec.9.28.160 Future Amendments.
The County may amend this Ordinance from

time to time as authorized by State law. (Ord. No.
3477, adopted 1983.)

Sec. 9.28.170 Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph, sen

tence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance, which is
reasonably separable from the remaining portion
of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or un
constitutionality shall not affect the validity or
constitutionality of the remaining portions of this
Ordinance, it being herein expressly declared that
this Ordinance and each section, subsection, para
graph, sentence, clause and phrase thereof would
have been adopted irrespective of the fact that any
one or more sections, subsections, paragraphs,
clauses or phrases be declared invalid or unconsti
tutional. (Ord. No. 3477, adopted 1983.)

214.1

§ 9.28.170
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CHAPTER 9.31

MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION
REGULATION*

Sec. 9.31.010 Purpose and Intent.

It is the purpose and intent of this Chapter to
regulate medical marijuana in a manner that is
consistent with State law and which promotes the
health, safety, and general welfare of the residents
and businesses within the unincorporated terri
tory of the County of Mendocino by balancing:
(l) the needs of medical patients and their caregiv
ers for enhanced access to medical marijuana; (2)
the needs of neighbors and communities to be
protected from public safety and nuisance im
pacts; and (3) the need to limit harmful environ
mental impacts that are sometimes associated with
marijuana cultivation. Nothing in this Chapter
shall be construed to: (l) allow persons to engage
in conduct that endangers others or causes a pub
lic nuisance as defined herein; (2) allow the use or
diversion of marijuana for nonmedical purposes;
or (3) allow any activity relating to the cultivation,
distribution or consumption of marijuana that is
otherwise illegal under California State law.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.020 Findings.

(A) The voters of the State of California ap
proved Proposition 215 (codified as Health and
Safety Code Section 11362.5 and entitled "The
Compassionate Use Act of 1996").

(B) The intent of Proposition 215 was to en
sure that seriously ill Californians have the right to
obtain and use marijuana for medical purposes
where that medical use is deemed appropriate and
has been recommended by a physician, and to

*Editor's note---Ord. No. 4325, adopted April 6, 2010, amended
former Ch. 9.31 in its entirety which pertained to similar subject
matter and derived from Ord. No. 3477, adoipted in 1983.

Cross reference---The Repeal of (Measure G) Mendocino County
Code Chapter 9.36 Cannabis Personal Use Ordinance for Mendocino
County/and Adoption of New Guidelines for Maintenance and
Possession of Medical Marijuana That Do Not Exceed the Mini
mum State Limits, Ch. 9.37.

ensure that patients and their primary caregivers
who obtain and use marijuana for medical pur
poses upon the recommendation of a physician
are not thereby subject to criminal prosecution or
sanction. The Act further provides that "nothing
in this section shall be construed to supersede
legislation prohibiting persons from engaging in
conduct that endangers others, or to condone the
diversion of marijuana for non-medical purpos
es."

(C) The State enacted SB 420 in 2004 (codi
fied as Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7 et
seq.) to clarify the scope of The Compassionate
Use Act of 1996, facilitate the prompt identifica
tion of qualified patients and primary caregivers,
avoid unnecessary arrest and prosecution of these
individuals, provide needed guidance to law en
forcement officers, promote uniform and consis
tent application of the Act, and enhance the ac
cess of patients and caregivers to medical marijuana
through collective, cooperative cultivation projects
and to allow local governing bodies to adopt and
enforce rules and regulations consistent with SB
420.

(D) Marijuana plants, whether grown in
doors or outdoors, especially as they mature prior
to harvest, may produce a distinctive odor that
may be detectable far beyond property bound
anes.

(E) Each year since 2004, the Mendocino
County Air Quality Management District has re
ceived a significant number of formal complaints
of odor related to the cultivation of marijuana in
residential neighborhoods.

(F) Marijuana, whether grown for medicinal
purposes, or diverted to the black market, may be
sold for thousands of dollars per pound.

(G) The strong smell of marijuana may cre
ate an attractive nuisance, alerting persons to the
location of the valuable plants, and creating a risk
of burglary, robbery and armed robbery.

(H) There have been several marijuana re
lated incidents of burglary, robbery and armed
robbery, some including acts of violence resulting
in injury or death.

Supp. No. 27 214.2



(I) Marijuana that is grown indoors may re
quire excessive use of electricity which may over
load standard electrical systems creating an unrea
sonable risk of fire. If indoor grow lighting systems
are powered by diesel generators, improper main
tenance of the generators and fuel lines and the
improper storage and disposal of diesel fuel and
waste oil may create an unreasonable risk of fire
and pollution.

(J) The right of qualified patients and their
primary caregivers under State law to cultivate
marijuana plants for medical purposes does not
confer upon them the right to create or maintain a
public nuisance. By permitting no more than twen
ty-five (25) marijuana plants on anyone (1) legal
parcel, the County anticipates a significant reduc
tion in the complaints of odor and the risks of fire,
crime and pollution described herein.

(K) The County finds that the indoor or out
door cultivation of more than twenty-five (25)
marijuana plants on anyone (1) legal parcel within
the unincorporated area of the County for medic
inal purposes will likely result in an unreasonable
risk of crime and will likely create odors offensive
to persons living nearby notwithstanding the lim
itations on cultivation that are imposed within this
Chapter. The County further finds that the indoor
cultivation of more than twenty-five (25) mari
juana plants on anyone (1) legal parcel may create
an unreasonable risk of fire and/or pollution.

(L) The County further finds that qualified
patients and primary caregivers, either as individ
uals or who operate or are members of collectives
and cooperatives as defined herein may be granted
an exemption to cultivate medical marijuana in
excess of twenty-five (25) plants per parcel, pro
vided they apply for, obtain, and operate in com
pliance with a permit, as provided for herein, that
is conditioned to limit environmental, neighbor
hood, and community impacts.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

§ 9.31.030

Sec. 9.31.030 Definitions.
As used herein the following definitions shall

apply:
"Applicant" means a person(s) who applies for

an exemption to the twenty-five (25) plant per
parcel limitation as specified under Section
9.31.110.

"Attorney General's Guidelines" means Guide
lines for the Security and Non-Diversion of Mar
ijuana Grown for Medical Use issued by the At
torney General in August 2008.

"Church" means a structure or leased portion
of a structure, which is used primarily for religious
worship and related religious activities.

"Cultivation" means the planting, growing, har
vesting, drying or processing of marijuana plants
or any part thereof.

"Identification card" shall have the same defi
nition as California Health and Safety Code Sec
tion 11362.5 et seq., and as may be amended.

"Indoors" means within a fully enclosed and
secure structure that complies with the California
Building Code (CBC), as adopted by the County
of Mendocino, that has a complete roof enclosure
supported by connecting walls extending from the
ground to the roof, and a foundation, slab, or
equivalent base to which the floor is securely at
tached. The structure must be secure against un
authorized entry, accessible only through one or
more lockable doors, and constructed of solid
materials that cannot easily be broken through,
such as 2" x 4" or thicker studs overlain with 3/8"

or thicker plywood or equivalent materials. Plastic
sheeting, regardless of gauge, or similar products
do not satisfy this requirement.

"Legal parcel" means a parcel of land for which
one (1) legal title exists. Where contiguous legal
parcels are under common ownership or control,
such legal parcels shall be counted as a single
parcel for purposes of this Chapter.

"Medical marijuana collective" means quali
fied patients, persons with valid identification cards,
and the designated primary caregivers of qualified
patients who associate by written agreement, or
form a cooperative in accordance with Section
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§ 9.31.030

12300 of the Corporations Code within the unin- gate or assemble at the establishment are predom-
corporated area of the County in order to collec- inantly minors. This shall not include a day care or
tively or cooperatively cultivate, store, and/or dis- preschool facility.
pense marijuana for medical purposes, as provided "Zip-ties" means plastic ties with individual-
in Health and Safety Code Section 11362.775. The ized numbers stamped on them, issued by the
term collective shall include "cooperative" unless Mendocino County Sheriffs Office for the pur-
the context clearly indicates otherwise. pose of identifying a legal marijuana plant.

"Outdoors" means any location that is not (Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

"indoors" within a fully enclosed and secure struc- Sec. 9.31.040 Cultivation of Marijuana.
ture as defined herein. (A) It is declared to be unlawful for any per-

"Parcel" means a "legal parcel" as defined son owning, leasing, occupying, or having charge
herein. or possession of any parcel of land within any

"Permittee" means an individual or collective unincorporated area of the County to cause or
to whom an exemption permit is issued as set forth allow such parcel of land to be used for the out-
in Section 9.31.110. door or indoor cultivation of marijuana plants for

"Primary caregiver" means a "primary medicinal purposes in excess of the limitations
caregiver" as defined in Health and Safety Code imposed within Section 9.31.050.
Section 11362.7(d). (B) The indoor cultivation of marijuana plants

"Qualified patient" means a "qualified pa- shall be limited to no more than one hundred
tient" as defined in Health and Safety Code Sec- (100) contiguous square feet per legal parcel.
tion 11362.7(t). (C) The indoor or outdoor cultivation of mar-

ijuana shall not subject residents of neighboring"Residential treatment facility" means a facil-
parcels who are of normal sensitivity to objectionity providing for treatment of drug and alcohol
able odors.dependency.

(D) The use of light assistance for the out
"Sheriff' or "Sheriffs Office" means the Sheriffs door cultivation of marijuana shall not exceed a

Office of the County of Mendocino or the autho- maximum of six hundred (600) watts of lighting
rized representatives thereof. capacity per one hundred (100) square feet of

"School" means an institution of learning for growing area.
minors, whether public or private, offering a regu- (E) All lights used for the cultivation of mar-
lar course of instruction required by the Califor- ijuana shall be shielded and downcast or other-
nia Education Code, or any child or day care wise positioned in a manner that will not shine
facility. This definition includes a nursery school, light or allow light glare to exceed the boundaries
kindergarten, elementary school, middle or junior of the parcel upon which they are placed.
high school, senior high school, or any special (F) The indoor or outdoor cultivation of mar-
institution of education, but it does not include a ijuana shall not exceed the noise level standards as
vocational or professional institution of higher set forth in the County General Plan Policies
education, including a community or junior col- DE100,101 and 103.
lege, college or university. (G) Nothing in this Section shall be con-

"Youth-oriented facility" means elementary strued as a limitation on the County's authority to
school, middle school, high school, public park, abate any violation which may exist from the cul-
and any establishment that advertises in a manner tivation of marijuana plants or any part thereof
that identifies the establishment as catering to or from any location, indoor or outdoor, including
providing services primarily intended for minors, from within a fully enclosed and secure building.
or the individuals who regularly patronize, congre- (Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)
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Sec 9.31.050 Cultivation of More Than
Twenty-Five (25) Marijuana Plants,
Indoors or Outdoors, on One (1)
Legal Parcel is Prohibited.

The cultivation of more than twenty-five (25)
marijuana plants on one (1) legal parcel, either
indoors or outdoors, within the unincorporated
area of the County, regardless of whether the
person(s) growing the marijuana is/are a "quali
fied patient", "primary caregiver", or "collective",
is hereby prohibited except as set forth in Section
9.31.110.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.060 "Zip-Tie" Provision.

(A) For the convenience of the property owner
and to assist in the enforcement of this Ordinance,
and to avoid unnecessary confiscation and destruc
tion of medicinal marijuana plants, marijuana
grown for medicinal purposes in unincorporated
Mendocino County may have "zip-ties" issued by
the Mendocino County Sheriffs Department. For
proper identification, such "zip-ties" should be
securely attached to the base of individual flower
ing marijuana plants.

(B) "Zip-Ties" can be obtained through the
Mendocino County Sheriffs Department. All ap
plicants for "zip-ties" must present a State-issued
medical marijuana identification card or a valid
medical recommendation. The fee for the "zip
ties" shall be set by the Mendocino County Board
of Supervisors in accordance with all applicable
laws and regulations and the Master Fee Policy.
Any zip-tie fees may be discounted by fifty percent
(50%) for Medi-Cal, SSI, and CMSP recipients,
and equivalent income-qualified veterans.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.070 Limitation on Number of Plants.

(A) The cultivation of more than twenty-five
(25) marijuana plants on any legal parcel, whether
grown collectively or individually, either indoors
or outdoors, within the unincorporated area of
the County is prohibited unless cultivated by indi
viduals, collectives or members thereof who apply

§ 9.31.090

for, obtain, and are in compliance with a permit
for an exemption as set forth in Section 9.31.110.
This limitation shall be imposed regardless of the
number of qualified patients residing at such loca
tion. Further, this limitation shall be imposed not
withstanding any assertion that the person(s) cul
tivating marijuana is/are the caregiver(s) for
qualified patients, or that they are members of a
medical marijuana collective except as set forth in
Section 9.31.110.

(B) Wherever medical marijuana is grown, a
copy of a current and valid, State-issued medical
marijuana identification card or physician recom
mendation must be displayed in such a manner as
to allow law enforcement officers to easily see the
card without having to enter any building of any
type except as set forth in Section 9.31.110.

Sec. 9.31.080 Notice to Legal Owner of Legal
Parcel Where Marijuana is Grown.

Any person who is not the legal owner of a
parcel and who is cultivating marijuana on such
parcel shall give written notice to the legal owner
of the parcel prior to commencing cultivation of
marijuana on such parcel and shall provide proof
that the landowner has been informed.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.090 Limitation on Location to
Cultivate Marijuana.

(A) The cultivation of marijuana, whether
grown collectively or individually, in any amount
or quantity, shall not be allowed in the following
areas:

(1) Within one thousand (1,000) feet of a
youth-oriented facility, a school, a park, or any
"church" or residential treatment facility as de
fined herein.

(2) Outdoors within one hundred (100) feet
of any occupied legal residential structure located
on a separate legal parcel.

(3) Outdoors in a mobile home park as de
fined in Health and Safety Code Section 18214.1
within one hundred (100) feet of an occupied
mobile home that is under separate ownership.
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(4) In any location where the marijuana plants
are visible from the public right of way or publicly
traveled private ~oads.

(B) The distance between the above-listed uses
in Section (A)(I) and marijuana that is being cul
tivated shall be measured in a straight line from
the nearest point of the fence required in Section
9.31.100, or if the marijuana is cultivated indoors,
from the nearest exterior wall of the building in
which the marijuana is cultivated to the nearest
boundary line of the property on which the facil
ity, building, or structure, or portion of the facil
ity, building, or structure in which the above-listed
use occurs is located. The distance in Sections
(A)(2) and (A)(3) to any residential structure shall
be measured from the fence required in Section
9.31.100 to the nearest exterior wall of the residen
tial structure.
(Ord. No. 4235,4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.100 Fencing Requirement for AU
Outdoor Cultivation.

All marijuana grown outside of any building
must be fully enclosed by a secure fence at least six
(6) feet in height. The fence must include a lock
able gate that is locked at all times when a qualified
patient or caregiver is not in the immediate area.
Said fence shall not violate any other ordinance,
code section or provision of law regarding height
and location restrictions and shall not be con
structed or covered with plastic or cloth except
shade cloth may be used on the inside of the fence.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.110 Requirements for Exemption from
the Twenty-five (25) Plants Per
Parcel Limitation.

(A) Medical marijuana growing collectives,
individual members thereof, or individual patients
who possess a valid doctor's recommendation stat
ing that more than twenty-five (25) plants is nec
essary to meet the medical needs of the patient
may be granted an exemption from the limitations
set forth in Section 9.31.070 provided they apply
for and obtain a permit from the Mendocino

County Sheriffs Office. Any legal parcel for which
an exemption is sought shall be a minimum of five
(5) acres in size and under no circumstances shall
the permitted amount exceed ninety-nine (99)
plants per legal parcel. A separate permit applica
tion shall be required for each parcel for which
permission to exceed the twenty-five (25) plants
per parcel limitation is sought. All permits shall be
site specific and once issued shall not be trans
ferred or sold. All permits that have been issued
are subject to annual renewal.

(B) The permit procedure shall include an
application, which shall set forth, under penalty of
perjury, all of the following:

(1) The name and address of each person
applying for the permit and any other person who
will be engaged in the management of the collec
tive;

(2) A unique identifying number from a State
of California Driver's License or Identification
Card for each person applying for the permit and
any other person who will be engaged in the man
agement of the collective;

(3) Written evidence that each person apply
ing for the permit and any other person who will
be engaged in the management of the collective is
at least eighteen (18) years of age;

(4) That the applicant or any individual en
gaged in the management of, or employed by, the
collective has not been convicted of a violent fel
ony as defined in Penal Code Section 667.5 (c)
within the State of California, or a crime that
would have constituted a violent felony as defined
in Penal Code Section 667.5 (c) if committed in
the State of California and is not currently on
parole or felony probation. A conviction within
the meaning of this Section means a plea or ver
dict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of
nolo contendere;

(5) A statement acknowledging that the per
mit applied for will be issued in conformance with
the laws of the State of California and that such
issuance does not confer upon the applicant, man
agers, employees and members of the collective
immunity from prosecution under federal law;
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(6) The applicant's waiver and release of the
County from any and all legal liability related to or
arising from the application for a permit or the
enforcement of the conditions of the permit;

(7) The location of the parcel where the cul
tivation of medical marijuana will occur;

(8) The number of plants for which an exemp
tion is sought and the measures that will be taken
to minimize odor-related complaints, or a state
ment explaining why such measures are not neces
sary;

(9) Proof that the owner of the property, if
other than the applicant, has been notified as set
forth in Section 9.31.080;

(10) A statement that the requested use will
not violate the limitation locations set forth in
Section 9.31.090;

(11) A statement that the requested use will
not violate the fencing requirements set forth in
Section 9.31.100;

(12) A statement describing the proposed se
curity measures for the facility that shall be suffi
cient to ensure the safety of members and employ
ees and protect the premises from theft;

(13) A statement describing the proposed
source of power for indoor and/or outdoor culti
vation (electric utility company, solar, diesel gen
erators), the size of the electrical service or system,
and the total demand to be placed on the system
by all proposed uses on site. This statement shall
be referred to the Department of Building and
Planning and may be referred to the appropriate
Fire District for a determination if additional con
ditions, permits or inspections shall be required;

(14) If diesel generators are proposed to be
used on site, a detailed description of the pro
posed methods of storage, delivery and contain
ment of the diesel fuel must be included. This
statement shall be referred to the Department of
Environmental Health and the Air Quality Man
agement District for a determination if additional
conditions, permits or inspections shall be re
quired;

(15) If the applicant is organized as a non
profit corporation, the applicant shall set forth the
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name of the corporation exactly as shown in its
Articles of Incorporation, and the names and res
idence addresses of each of the officers and/or
directors. If the applicant is organized as a part
nership, the application shall set forth the name
and residence address of each of the partners,
including the general partner and any limited part
ners. Copies of the Articles of Incorporation or
Partnership Agreement shall be attached to the
application;

(16) The applicant shall provide proof of ei
ther, a physician recommendation that the amount
to be cultivated is consistent with the applicant's
medical needs, the needs of the patients for whom
the applicant is a caregiver, or a written agreement
or agreements, that the applicant is authorized by
one (1) or more medical marijuana dispensing
collectives to produce medical marijuana for the
use of the members of said collective or collec
tives;

(17) A statement that the requested use will
not utilize water that has been or is illegally di
verted from any stream, creek, or river;

(18) A statement describing the measures that
will be taken to prevent erosion or contaminated
runoff into any stream, creek or river, or an expla
nation of why such measures are not necessary;

(19) Submission of payment of a permit fee
sufficient to cover the cost to all County depart
ments of investigating and processing the applica
tion in an amount that shall be set by the Board of
Supervisors in accordance with all applicable laws
and regulations;

(20) That upon receiving a completed permit
application for an exemption from the twenty-five
(25) plants per legal parcel limitation, the Sheriff
shall refer the application to the Department of
Planning and Building for a determination of the
zoning, parcel size, surrounding uses and other
relevant information;

(21) That the Sheriff is hereby authorized to
require in the permit application any other infor
mation reasonably related to the application in-
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cluding, but not limited to, any information nec
essary to discover the truth of the matters set forth
in the application;

(22) Authorization for the Sheriff, Fire Dis
trict, and/or other appropriate County employees
or agents or their designees, including building
and fire inspectors, to enter the property only
during normal business hours for the purpose of
examining the location to confirm compliance with
this Section.

(C) No permit shall be issued if the Sheriff
finds:

(1) That the applicant has provided materi
ally false documents or testimony; or

(2) That the applicant has not complied fully
with the provisions of this Chapter; or

(3) That the operation as proposed by the
applicant, if permitted, would not have complied
with all applicable laws, including, but not limited
to, the Building, Planning, Housing, Fire, and
Health Codes of the County, including the provi
sions of this Chapter and regulations issued by the
Sheriff pursuant to this Chapter.

(D) All permits shall be issued within ten (10)
business days from completion of inspection by
the Sheriff as set forth herein, or from receipt of
report if inspected by a third party inspector as
defined herein.

(E) Medical marijuana collectives and indi
vidual permittees shall comply with all of the
following:

(1) Operate on a non-profit basis as set forth
in Section B.I. of the Attorney General's Guide
lines;

(2)· Apply for and obtain a County business
license from the office of the Treasurer-Tax Col
lector;

(3) Apply for and obtain a Board of Equal
ization Seller's Permit and collect and remit sales
tax to the Board of Equalization if they intend to
sell directly to qualified patients or primary caregiv
ers;

(4) Employ only persons who are at least eigh
teen (18) years of age and comply with all appli
cable state and federal requirements relating to the

payment of payroll taxes including federal and
state income taxes and/or contributions for unem
ployment insurance, state workers' compensation
and liability laws;

(5) Follow the membership and verification
guidelines as set forth in Section B.3. of the Attor
ney General's Guidelines, except that wherever
"should" appears it shall be replaced with "shall";

(6) Require all prospective members to com
plete and sign a written membership application
acknowledging and agreeing to abide by all the
rules of the collective and all applicable require
ments of this Section;

(7) Prohibit sales to non-members as set forth
in Section B.5. of the Attorney General's Guide
lines;

(8) Allow reimbursements and allocations of
medical marijuana as set forth in Section B.6. of
the Attorney General's Guidelines;

(9) Possess marijuana only in amounts con
sistent with the medical needs of the members of
the collective; and only cultivate marijuana con
sistent with the limits of the exemption granted
pursuant to a permit issued in conformance with
this Section, but in no case more than ninety-nine
(99) plants per parcel;

(10) Indoor marijuana cultivation shall be lim
ited to a single indoor growing area that shall not
exceed one hundred (100) contiguous square feet
per legal parcel;

(11) Secure all buildings where marijuana is
cultivated or stored, sufficient to prevent unautho
rized entry;

(12) Purchase and attach a zip-tie to any flow
ering marijuana plant that is grown in compliance
with a permit that has been issued pursuant to a
request for exemption.

(13) In lieu of the requirements of Section
9.31.070(B), display copies of the permit issued
pursuant to this Section, in a conspicuous place at
the entrance to each garden area and immediately
inside the entrance to any building where medical
marijuana is cultivated, processed, or stored;
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(3) That exterior signage is limited to the ad
dress of the location.

(4) The precise location(s) where the mari
juana is to be cultivated, processed and/or stored.

(5) The location, if any, where marijuana is to
be grown indoors, that it not exceed a single space
of not more than one hundred (100) contiguous
square feet, the source of power, the number and
wattage of lights, and any indicia of substandard
electrical conditions.

(6) That marijuana cultivated on the site will
not violate the limitation locations set forth in
Section 9.31.090.

(7) That marijuana cultivated on the site will
not violate the fencing requirements set forth in
Section 9.31.100.

(8) That marijuana cultivated on site will not
violate the prohibition on objectionable odors set
forth in Section 9.31.040(C).

(9) That marijuana cultivated on site will not
violate the lighting requirements and limitations
set forth in Sections 9.31.040(D) and (E).

(10) That the security measures for the site
are sufficient to ensure the safety of members and
employees and protect the premises from theft.

(11) That all buildings where marijuana is
cultivated or stored are secured sufficiently to pre
vent unauthorized entry.

(12) The source of power for indoor and/or
outdoor cultivation (electric utility company, so
lar, diesel generators), the size of the electrical
service or system, and the total demand to be
placed on the system by all proposed uses on site;

(13) That the diesel generators, fuel and waste
oil, if any, to be used on site are stored, delivered
and contained as specified in the application.

(14) That the site does not utilize water that
has been or is illegally diverted from/any stream,
creek or river.

(15) That appropriate measures have been
taken to prevent erosion or contaminated runoff
into any stream, creek or river.

(16) That upon any subsequent inspection
copies of the permit are displayed in conformance
with Section 9.31. 110(D)(16).

214.9

(14) Cultivated marijuana plants shall not be
visible from the public right-of-way, or from pub
licly traveled private roads;

(15) Exterior signage shall consist only of the
site address;

(16) Traffic to the site shall be limited to em
ployees and/or members who are essential to the
cultivation of medical marijuana;

(17) Designate the premises where cultiva
tion occurs as the point of sale for all transactions
subject to the state sales tax;

(18) All weighing and measuring devices shall
be inspected by the Agricultural Commissioner in
accordance with Mendocino County Code Chap
ter 10A.16.

(F) As an alternative to the on site inspection
by the Sheriff called for in Section 9.31.110(B)(22)
of this Ordinance, the Permittee may, at their
expense, select a qualified third party inspector
from a list that shall be established and main
tained by the Sheriff and who shall be authorized
to conduct said inspection. Nothing herein shall
limit the ability of Fire District or other appropri
ate County employees or agents from entering the
property to conduct the inspections authorized by
this Ordinance or the ability of the Sheriff to make
independent compliance checks. The Sheriff shall
determine the criteria for establishing the list of
third party inspectors and may request any infor
mation specified in Section 9.31.110(B) of this
Ordinance or any other information the Sheriff
deems reasonably related to verification of the
qualifications of the third party inspector. The
third party inspector shall submit a detailed writ
ten report to the Sheriff regarding each of the
items inspected/verified, including recommenda
tions for improvements to the operation.

(G) The third party inspector, as authorized
by the Sheriff, shall inspect and verify all of the
following:

(1) The identity of the person(s) assisting in
the inspection and their relationship to the appli
cant/collective.

(2) That the address and/or location of the
parcel conforms to that specified in the applica
tion.
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mation, and determine, based on current informa
tion, if the permit should be granted or renewed.
If the Sheriffs Office determines that the permit
should not be granted or renewed, the reasons for
such denial shall be in writing. The applicant shall
then have fourteen (14) business days to correct
the reasons for denial and request are-inspection
of the property. The cost of any re-inspection shall
be borne by the applicant. The applicant may
appeal such decision by filing a written notice with
the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors within ten
(10) days stating the grounds for the appeal. Such
notice of appeal shall be accompanied by the pay
ment of an appeal fee which shall be set by reso
lution of the Board of Supervisors in accordance
with all applicable laws, regulations and the Mas
ter Fee Policy. If a notice of appeal is not filed and
the required fee paid within the ten (10) day appeal
period, the decision of the Sheriffs Office shall be
final.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.130 Public Nuisance.
A violation of any provision of this Ordinance

shall be deemed to be a public nuisance and sub
ject to the enforcement process as set forth in
Sections 9.31.140 through 9.31.300 of this Chap
ter.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

tax;
(f) Prevent sales or diversion to non-mem

bers as set forth in Section B.5. of the Attorney
General's Guidelines;

(g) Allow reimbursements and allocations of
medical marijuana as set forth in Section B.6. of
the Attorney General's Guidelines.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

(17) That zip-ties are properly attached to
any flowering marijuana plant grown in compli
ance with the permit specified in this Section.

(18) That a valid County business license has
been obtained from the office of the Treasurer
Tax Collector.

(19) That a Board of Equalization Seller's
Permit has been obtained if the permittee intends
to sell directly to qualified patients or primary
caregivers.

(20) That the applicant has sufficient collec
tive membership, or is a member of and has an
agreement with one or more dispensing collectives
sufficient to account for the total amount of mar
ijuana produced or estimated to be produced pur
suant to a permit issued in conformance with this
Section.

(21) That the applicant has established proce
dures and systems sufficient to do all of the fol
lowing:

(a) Comply with all applicable state and fed
eral requirements relating to the payment of pay
roll taxes including federal and state income taxes
and/or deductions for unemployment insurance,
state workers' compensation and liability laws;

(b) Comply with the membership and verifi
cation guidelines as set forth in Section B.3. of the
Attorney General's Guidelines;

(c) Maintain records of the signed member
ship applications of all members;

(d) Maintain records of the total amount of
marijuana produced;

(e) Track and report all sales subject to sales

Sec. 9.31.140 Enforcement.
(A) The County may abate the violation of

this Chapter by the prosecution of a civil action,
including an action for injunctive relief The rem
edy of injunctive relief may take the form of a
court order, enforceable through civil contempt
proceedings, prohibiting the maintenance of the
violation of this Chapter or requiring compliance
with other terms.

(B) The County may also abate the violation
of this Chapter through the abatement process
established by Government Code Section 25845 as

Sec. 9.31.120 Appeal from Denial of Permit or set forth in Sections 9.31.150 through 9.31.300
Renewal. beginning with the service of a Notice and Order

The Sheriffs Office shall review all permit and to Abate.
renewal applications, and all other relevant infor- (Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)
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Sec. 9.31.150 Service of Notice and Order to
Abate.

The Notice and Order to Abate shall be served
by the Enforcement Officer in the following man
ner:

(A) By certified mail, addressed to the owner,
his or her agent, at the address shown on the last
equalized assessment roll or as otherwise known.
Service shall be deemed to have been completed
upon the deposit of said Notice and Order, post
age prepaid, in the United States mail; and

(B) By certified mail, addressed to anyone
known to the Enforcement Officer to be in posses
sion of the property at the street address of the
property being possessed. Service shall be deemed
to have been completed upon the deposit of said
Notice and Order, postage prepaid, in the United
States mail; and

(C) By posting such Notice and Order to
Abate conspicuously in front of the property on
which, or in front of which, the nuisance exists, or
if the property has no frontage' upon any street,
highway, or road, then upon the portion of the
property nearest to a street, highway, or road, or
most likely to give actual notice to the owner and
any person known by the Enforcement Officer to
be in possession of the property.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.160 Administrative Civil Penalties.

In addition to any other remedies provided by
County Code or State Law, there is hereby im
posed the following civil penalty for each violation
of this Chapter, as imposed by the Enforcement
Officer:

(1) No less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00)
per day and no more than one hundred dollars
($100.00) per day for the first violation; no less
than one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day and
no more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) per
day for a second violation of this Chapter within
one (1) year; and no less than two hundred dollars
($200.00) per day and no more than five hundred
dollars ($500.00) per day for each additional vio
lation of this Chapter within one (1) year for each
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day that the violation exists after the date of mail
ing of the notice of violation through to its abate
ment by whatever means.

(2) The Enforcement Officer shall have the
sole and exclusive discretion to set the amount of
civil penalties within the ranges set forth in this
Section. The Enforcement Officer shall not im
pose a penalty greater than the minimum amount
in range of civil penalties set forth in this Section,
unless the Enforcement Officer's department has
established a written policy setting forth how civil
penalties within the ranges are determined. Such
policy shall take into account the facts and circum
stances orthe violation including, but not limited
to, whether or not the violation poses a threat to
human health, safety or to the environment; the
seriousness or gravity of the violation; the length
of time the violation has existed; the culpability of
the person in violation or the willfulness of the
violation; the sophistication of the persons creat
ing or causing the violation; the extent of the
violation and its effect on adjoining properties;
attempts, if any, to comply with the applicable
ordinances; and any other information which might
be relevant to the determination of penalty to be
imposed by this Section.

(3) If the penalty is imposed for violation of
this Ordinance there shall be imposed a fine of two
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), plus the actual
costs of abatement.

(4) At the discretion of the Enforcement Of
ficer, or his or her designee, or upon the appeal of
the property owner, the determination may be
referred to a Hearing Officer of the County, duly
appointed to hear such matters as described in
Sections 9.31.170,9.31.180 and 9.31.190. The de
termination of the Hearing Officer as to the amount
of charges properly imposed under this Section
shall be final, subject only to judicial review.

(5) The charges imposed by this Section shall
not apply if the property owner establishes all of
the following: (i) that, at the time he or she ac
quired the property, a violation of this code al
ready existed on the property; (ii) the property
owner did not have actual or constructive notice of
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the existence of that violation; and (iii) within
thirty (30) days after the mailing of notice of the
existence of that violation, the property owner
initiates and pursues, with due diligence, good
faith efforts, as determined solely by the Enforce
ment Officer, to meet the requirements of this
code.

(6) In the event a property owner, in the opin
ion of the relevant Department Head(s), abates
the nuisance in a timely manner after the Notice
and Order to Abate has been issued, the relevant
Department Head(s) has (have) the authority to
waive or reduce the amount of penalties owed, if
in his or her opinion such a reduction is war
ranted.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.170 Hearing Officer.

Pursuant to Government Code Section
25845(i), the Chief Executive Officer shall con
tract with at least three (3) individuals as defined
in Government Code Section 27720 et seq. to act
as Hearing Officers on a rotating basis for the
appeals described in this Chapter. The Hearing
Officer shall have all powers and authorities de
scribed in Government Code Section 25845. In
lieu of a Hearing Officer, the Board of Supervi
sors at any time may exercise the option to appoint
a Hearing Board which shall consist of three (3)
persons, appointed by the Board of Supervisors,
who shall receive compensation for attendance at
hearings at a rate fixed by the Board of Supervi
sors. A quorum for the Hearing Board to meet
shall be two (2) members. Concurrence of two (2)
members shall be required for decisions of the
Hearing Board.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.180 Appeal Procedure.

Any owner or other person in possession of
the property may appeal a Notice and Order to
Abate to a person designated as a Hearing Officer
or Hearing Board. The appeal shall be submitted
in writing, specify the grounds upon which the
appeal is taken, contain the name, address and

telephone number of the appellant, be accompa
nied by the payment of an appeal fee in an amount
established by Resolution by the Board of Super
visors and be filed with the Department specified
on the Notice and Order to Abate within ten (l0)
calendar days of the issuance of the Notice and
Order to Abate. Timely appeal shall stay any fur
ther abatement action until the hearing is con
ducted. In accordance with the noticing provi
sions set forth in Section 9.31.150, the Hearing
Officer shall notify the parties in writing of the
date and location of the hearing, at least ten (10)
days prior to said date.
(Ord. No. 4235,4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.190 Hearing Procedures.
(A) Pursuant to Government Code Section

25170, the Hearing Officer or Hearing Board may
issue subpoenas as necessary to require the atten
dance at the hearing of persons or the production
of books, papers or other things related to the
subject matter of the hearing.

(B) The Enforcement Officer with jurisdic
tion to cause the abatement of the alleged nui
sance shall first describe the acts or conditions
constituting a nuisance and shall respond specifi
cally to the grounds set out in the demand for
hearing. Thereafter, the objector shall present what
ever evidence is relevant to refute the allegation.

(C) Formal rules of evidence or procedure in
any proceeding subject to this Chapter shall not
apply. Any relevant evidence may be admitted if it
is the sort of evidence on which responsible per
sons are accustomed to rely in the conduct of
serious affairs. Any failure to make a timely objec
tion to offered evidence constitutes a waiver of the
objection.

(D) The hearing shall be conducted in the
English language. The proponent of any testi
mony by a witness who does not proficiently speak
the English language shall provide an interpreter
who has been certified an interpreter by either the
State of California or the County of Mendocino.

(E) Hearings shall take place at the earliest
practical date following the notice of appeal. The
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failure of the appellant to appear shall not prevent
the hearing from proceeding providing proper no
tice has been given in accordance with this Chap
ter. The hearing may only be continued upon re
quest of a party to the hearing and upon a showing
of good cause but in no event shall there be more
than one continuance allowed.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.200 Determination.

(A) At the conclusion of the hearing, the
Hearing Officer or Hearing Board shall deter
mine, based on the evidence before it:

(

(1) Whether the acts or conditions specified
in the Notice of Abatement exist;

(2) Whether those acts or conditions consti
tute a nuisance;

(3) If a nuisance is determined to exist,
whether it should be abated by the County; and

(4) The appropriateness of the penalty im
posed.

(B) If the Hearing Officer or Hearing Board
finds that the alleged nuisance does exist and should
be abated, abatement of the nuisance shall be
ordered. An Order of Abatement is final immedi
ately, unless the Order or a provision of this Code
expressly provides otherwise.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.210 Abatement by Owner or County.

(A) A copy of the written decision and Order
of Abatement shall be served personally or by
mail upon each objector and all other persons
upon whom the Notice and Order to Abate was
served. The Order may direct that any occupancy,
use or activity cease immediately if its existence or
continuation is found to be an immediate threat to
health or safety. Otherwise, abatement shall be
commenced by the owner within five (5) calendar
days of the service of the decision and Order, or
any longer period provided in the Order, and shall
continue with reasonable diligence until complete.
Reasonable diligence shall be determined by the
Enforcement Officer.

§ 9.31.220

(B) Upon the failure, neglect, or refusal to
properly comply with the Order of Abatement
issued by the Hearing Officer or Hearing Board
within the prescribed time period, the Enforce
ment Officer authorized to enforce the Ordinance
or other designated County employee may cause
to be done whatever work is necessary to abate the
public nuisance. An account of the cost of abate
ment shall be kept for each separate assessor's
parcel involved in the abatement.

(C) When the County has completed the work
of abatement, or has paid for such work, the
actual cost thereof, together with an administra
tive cost, including reasonable attorneys' fees as
set forth in Section 9.31.300 and all fines shall be
charged to the owner of the property. The com
bined amounts shall be included in a bill and sent
by mail to the owner, or his or her agent, for
payment, if not paid prior thereto. The bill shall
apprise the owner that failure to pay the bill within
fifteen (15) days from the date of mailing, may
result in a lien upon the property.
(Ord. No. 4235,4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.220 Failure of Owner to Abate or
Appeal.

If, within ninety (90) days from the issuance of
the Notice and Order to Abate, the property owner
has not filed a timely appeal in accordance with
Section 9.31.150, or has failed to pay any outstand
ing fines or penalties, the amount of the penalties
as established pursuant to Section 9.31.160 for the
90-day period shall be totaled and the same shall
be considered due and owing. Notice of the amount
of penalties shall be mailed to the property owner
by certified mail, addressed to the owner, his or her
agent, at the address shown on the last equalized
assessment roll or as otherwise known. Any con
tinuing violation after the aforesaid 90-day period
shall be considered a subsequent offense and the
penalty for such new violation shall be the basis
for a second or third violation and the procedures
set forth in this Chapter shall be followed as if the
violation was a new violation. Nothing in this
Section shall be interpreted to extend the time
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§ 9.31.220

given to the property owner to abate the nuisance
as set forth in the Notice and Order to Abate.
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted as
limiting the Enforcement Officer's discretion to
abate the nuisance at the County's expense and to
seek reimbursement from the property owner or
responsible party for all costs associated with the
abatement.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.230 Summary Abatement.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this
Chapter, when any unlawful marijuana cultivation
constitutes an immediate threat to the public health
or safety, and where the procedures set forth in
Sections 9.31.160 would not result in abatement of
that nuisance within a short enough time period to
avoid that threat, the enforcing officer may direct
any officer or employee of the County to sum
marily abate the nuisance. The enforcing officer
shall make reasonable efforts to notify the persons
identified in Section 9.31.150 but the formal no
tice and hearing procedures set forth in this Chap
ter shall not apply. No summary abatement shall
occur prior to consultation with the Office of
County Counsel. The County may nevertheless
recover its costs for abating that nuisance in the
manner set forth in Sections 9.31.220 and 9.31.300.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.240 No Duty to Enforce.

Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as
imposing on the enforcing officer or the County of
Mendocino any duty to issue a Notice to Abate
Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation, nor to abate any
unlawful marijuana cultivation, nor to take any
other action with regard to any unlawful mari
juana cultivation, and neither the enforcing officer
nor the County shall be held liable for failure to
issue an order to abate any unlawful marijuana
cultivation, nor for failure to abate any unlawful
marijuana cultivation, nor for failure to take any
other action with regard to any unlawful mari
juana cultivation.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.250 Report and Notice of Lien
Hearing.

The Board of Supervisors delegates the respon
sibility to conduct a lien hearing in conformance
with this Chapter to a Hearing Officer.

If the bill for the cost of the abatement, ad
ministrative costs, attorney fees, and all fines im
posed pursuant to Section 9.31.160 or Section
9.31.220 and Section 9.31.300 are not paid within
thirty (30) days of issuance of an order pursuant
to Section 9.31.200 or the date of mailing of the
notice described in Section 9.31.150, the Enforce
ment Officer authorized to enforce the Ordinance
shall render an itemized report in writing to the
Clerk of the Board for submittal to the Hearing
Officer listing the costs of abatement, administra
tive fee, attorney fees and all fines and/or fees. The
Hearing Officer may then order for a lien hearing
and confirmation. Names and addresses of per
sons having any record interest in the property
shall be attached to the report. At least ten (10)
days prior to said hearing, the Hearing Officer
through the Clerk of the Board shall give notice,
by certified mail, of said hearing to the record
owner of each assessor's parcel involved in the
abatement, the holder of any mortgage or deed or
trust of record, if known, and any other person
known to have a legal interest in the property. Said
notice shall describe the property by street number
or some other description sufficient to enable iden
tification of the property and contain a statement
of the amount of the proposed lien.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.260 Hearing on Account and Proposed
Lien.

At the time and place fixed in the notice, the
Hearing Officer will hear and consider the ac
count and proposed lien amount, together with
objections and protests thereto. At the conclusion
of the hearing, the Hearing Officer may make
such modifications and revisions of the proposed
account and lien amount as the Hearing Officer
deems just, and may order the account and pro
posed lien amount confirmed or denied, in whole
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or in part, or as modified and revised. The deter
mination of the Hearing Officer as to all matters
contained therein is final and conclusive.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.270 Notice of Lien.
Upon confirmation of a lien by the Hearing

Officer, the Enforcement Officer shall notify the
owners by certified mail, return receipt requested,
of the amount of the pending lien confirmed by
the Hearing Officer and advise them that they may
pay the account in full within thirty (30) days to
the Enforcement Officer in order to avoid the lien
being recorded against the property. If the lien
amount is not paid by the date stated in the letter,
the Enforcement Officer shall prepare and have
recorded in the office of the County Recorder of
Mendocino County a notice of lien. The notice
shall contain:

(A) A legal description, address and/or other
description sufficient to identify the premises;

(B) A description of the proceeding under
which the lien was made, including the order of
the Hearing Officer confirming the lien;

(C) The amount of the lien;

(D) A claim of lien upon the described pre
mises.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.280 Lien.
Upon the recordation of a Notice of Lien, the

amount claimed shall constitute lien upon the
described premises, pursuant to Section 25845 of
the California Government Code. Such lien shall
be at parity with the liens of State and County
taxes.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.290 Collection with Ordinary Taxes.
After recordation, the Notice of Lien shall be

delivered to the County Auditor, who will enter
the amount of the lien on the assessment roll as a
lien. Thereafter, the amount set forth shall be
collected at the same time and in the same manner
as ordinary County taxes, and is subject to the
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same penalties and interest, and to the same pro
cedures for foreclosure and sale in case of delin
quency, as are provided for ordinary County taxes;
all laws applicable to the levy, collection and en
forcement of County taxes are hereby made appli
cable to such lien.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.300 Attorneys' Fees.
Pursuant to Government Code Section

25845(c), in any action, administrative proceed
ing, or matter commenced by the County to abate
a nuisance, or to collect the cost of abatement or
any penalty or fee related thereto, the prevailing
party shall recover its attorneys' fees. The recovery
of attorneys' fees under this Section is limited to
those actions, administrative proceedings, or mat
ters in which the County chooses at the initiation
of the action, administrative proceeding, or mat
ter to seek the recovery of its own attorneys' fees.
In no event shall an award of attorneys' fees under
this Chapter exceed the reasonable amount of at
torneys' fees incurred by the County in the action
or proceeding.
(Ord. No. 4235,4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.310 Use of Money Collected Under
This Chapter.

All money collected for penalties for viola
tions of this Chapter and all money collected for
recovery of costs of enforcement of this Chapter
shall be made available to the Department respon
sible for the enforcement action for training and
further code enforcement actions.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.320 Compliance With CEQA.

The County finds that this Chapter is not
subject to the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) (the
activity will not result in a direct or reasonably
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environ
ment) and 15061(b)(3) (there is no possibility the
activity in question may have a significant effect
on the environment). In addition to the foregoing
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§ 9.31.320

general exemptions, the following categorical ex
emptions apply: Sections 15308 (actions taken as
authorized by local ordinance to assure protection
of the environment) and 15321 (action by agency
for enforcement of a law, general rule, standard or
objective administered or adopted by the agency,
including by direct referral to the County Counsel
as appropriate for judicial enforcement).
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.330 Severability.
If any provision of this Chapter or the appli

cation thereof to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of this Chapter, includ
ing the application of such party or provision to
other circumstances shall not be affected thereby
and shall continue in full force and effect. To this
end, provisions of this Chapter are severable. The
Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would
have passed each section, subsection, subdivision,
paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase hereof irre
spective of the fact that anyone (1) or more sec
tions, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sen
tences, clauses or phrases be held unconstitutional,
invalid or unenforceable.
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)

Sec. 9.31.340 Effective Date.
The Clerk of the Board will publish the Ordi

nance codified in this Chapter as required by law.
The Ordinance codified in this Chapter shall take
effect thirty (30) days after passage."
(Ord. No. 4235, 4-6-2010)
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CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE

This is a chronological listing of the ordinances of Mendocino County, California beginning with
Supplement No. 22, included in this Code.

Ordinance Section
Number Date Description Section this Code

4211 11-18-08 Dog regulations 10.08.010

4213 12- 9-08 Zoning regulations 20.008.040,

20.088.005-
20.088.015,

20.092.005-
20.092.015,

20.180.005-
20.180.020

4216 1-27-09 Authority to invest 5.130.010

4202 5-20-08 Animals prohibited from 14.20.010
county buildings

Measure B-2008 6- 3-08 Medical marajuana Rpld 9.36.010-9.36.090

Added 9.37.010-9.37.050

4217 2-24-09 Juror compensation 2.14.010

4218 3-23-09 Housing definitions 1 20.008.020

2 20.008.027

3 20.008.032

4 20.008.034

5 20.008.042

6 20.008.046

7 20.008.050

4219 3-23-09 Indusionary housing 20.238.005-
23.238.090

4221 5- 5-09 Response alarms systems 8.60.010, 8.60.020,
8.60.040

4222 6- 2-09 Reimbursement for su- 3.04.075
pervisors

4224 7-14-09 Emergency water 7.10.010-7.10.070
conserv.

4225 7-20-09 Zoning amendments 20.008.027

20.008.054

20.016.045

20.016.015

20.016.020
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CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE

Ordinance Section
Number Date Description Section this Code

20.020.060

20.052.060

20.060.060

20.064.060

20.072.020

20.072.030

20.076.020

20.076.030

20.080.010

20.080.015

20.152.030

20.168.040

20.172.01O(A)(1)

20.239.010-
20.239.045

4227 9- 1-09 Nuisance abatement Rp1d 8.75.010-
8.87.185

Added 8.75.010-
8.75.190

4228 9- 1-09 Registering commercial 10A.16.010-
scales and meters 1OA.16.060

4229 10-20-09 Development agreements 21.04.010,
21.04.020

4230 11-10-09 Emergency water conser- 7.10.030
vation

4231 1-12-10 Emergency water conser- 7.10.010-7.10.070
vation

4232 1-26-10 Authority to invest for 5.130.010
2010

4233 2-23-10 Restricted parking 1 15.12.042

2 15.12.100

4234 2-23-10 Am. with Disabilities Act 15.12.042
parking

4235 4- 6-10 Medical marijuana culti- Rpld 9.31.010-9.31.160
vation

Added 9.31.010-9.31.340

4236 4-20-10 County vehicle policy Rpld 3.12.010-3.12.100

Added 3.12.010-3.12.100

4237 4-20-10 Clerk of the Board Rpld 2.30.010-2.30.040

Added 2.30.010, 2.30.020
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ASSESSOR, COUNTY
Office consolidated 2.16.020
Property reassessment

calamity reassessment
authority generally 5.12.050
duties generally 5.12.030

damage reassessment
authority generally 5.14.050
duties generally 5.14.030

possessory interest reassessment duties 5.15.030

ATTORNEY'S FEES
Recovery by county 1.04.115

AUDITOR, COUNTY
Business license forms provision duties 6.04.070
General liability trust fund

establishment authority 5.62.010
report duties 5.62.040

Property reassessment
calamity reassessment duties 5.12.040
damage reassessment duties 5.14.040

Property tax administration invoicing public
agency 5.10.040

Qualifications
applicability 2.36.020
designated 2.36.010

Transient occupancy tax audit duties 5.20.085
Unemployment compensation trust fund

establishment authority 5.72.010
report duties 5.72.050

Unemployment relief funds administration
authority 2.20.040

Workers' compensation trust fund establishment
authority 5.52.010

-B-

BINGO GAMES
Definitions 8.52.020
License

application, contents, procedure 8.52.040
denial, suspension, revocation grounds 8.52.060
required, requirements, eligibility 8.52.030

Limitations generally 8.52.050
Purpose, statutory authority of provisions

8.52.010
Violation, penalty 8.52.070

BOARD OF BUILDING, HOUSING APPEALS
See BUILDING, HOUSING APPEALS BOARD

697

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
See also BOARDS, COMMISSIONS
Fees

See BOARD OF EQUALIZATION FEES
Property reassessment

calamity reassessment
appeals hearing duties 5.12.040
duties generally 5.12.050

damage reassessment appeals hearing 5.14.040
possessory interest reassessment appeals hearing

5.15.040

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION FEES
Title of provisions 5.96.010
Written findings of fact, conclusions

fee designated 5.96.040
payment prerequisite 5.96.030
request, preparation 5.96.020

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
See also BOARDS, COMMISSIONS
Abandoned vehicle removal

administrative costs establishment 15.28.110
appeals hearing duties 15.28.070

Appointing authority
animal control advisory committee 10.04.030
archaeological commission 22.12.040
building, housing appeals board 2.24.030
children and families (FIRST 5 Mendocino)

commission 9.34.060
civil service commission 3.16.020
clerk of the board 2.30.020
community development commission 11.04.060
county administrator 2.28.010
county veterinarian 10.16.020
disaster council 7.04.070
health officer 2.44.020
human resources director 3.16.090
planning commission 2.48.010
public works director 2.56.020
social services director 2.40.020

Bingo game license denial, suspension, revocation
appeals hearing 8.52.060

Cable television
See CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEMS

Children and families (FIRST 5 Mendocino)
commission

appointing authority, membership 9.34.060
members appointment 9.34.070
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (Cont'd.)
Civil service commission

appointing authority 3.16.020
vacancy filling 3.16.030

Civil service system funding duties 3.16.060
Clerk

See CLERK OF THE BOARD
Compensation

expenses, reimbursement 3.04.075
plan 3.04.070

Emergency plan adoption 7.04.130
Expenses, reimbursement 3.04.275
General liability trust fund duties 5.62.040
Incarceration costs determination 5.92.040
Meetings, generally 2.04.010
Oil, gas exploration facilities approval duties

19.04.070
Outdoor festival license

application hearing, issuance duties 6.16.060
revocation authority 6.16.090

Personnel, state retirement act adoption 3.08.010
Public health department

health services contracts with cities, negotiation
authority 2.44.070

laboratory services contract negotiation
2.44.060

personnel board, duties as 2.44.030
Redevelopment agency, declaration as

designated 11.08.010
findings in support 11.08.020

Salary
See Compensation

Solid waste
appeals determination 9A.24.l20
collection service, providing, duty 9A.12.020

Street, road names approval authority 18.16.080
Subdivision

appeals hearing duties 17-91
final map duties 17-43
improvements inspection duties 17-78
parcel subdivision

parcel map duties 17-46
tentative map duties 17-45

private road request duties 17-54
tentative map duties generally 17-41

Supervisors-elect training, orientation, funding
2.04.070
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (Cont'd.)
Surface mining, reclamation

enforcement decisions appeals hearing duties
22.16.200

reclamation standards adoption 22.16.090
Traffic

speed limits determination, bridges, structures
15.04.050

stop sign posting authority 15.04.070
traffic control devices, authority generally

15.04.020
Transient occupancy tax appeals hearing 5.20.100
Underground utility district, designation by
resolution 22.04.050

Unemployment compensation trust fund duties
5.72.050

Water well appeals hearing duties 16.04.210
Women's commission appointment 8.68.030
Worker's compensation trust fund duties 5.52.050
Zoning duties

See ZONING
ZONING, AGRICULTURAL

PRESERVES

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS
See also Specific Board, Commission
Meetings, absence from, office vacancy declaration
when 2.04.050

BOAT
See also WATERCRAFT
Excursion

See PARTY BOAT EXCURSION



CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
(Cont'd.)

Established 2.42.010
Purpose of provisions 2.42.020
Transfer of functions 2.42.040

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Commission

See CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
COMMISSION (FIRST 5 MENDOCINO)

Definitions 9.34.030
Early childhood development services, programs

funding, expenditures 9.34.100
generally, scope, administration, authority

9.34.050,9.34.090
Fund

See CHILDREN AND FAMILIES TRUST
FUND

Scope, intent of provisions 9.34.020
Title of provisions 9.34.010
Validity of provisions 9.34.130

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION
(FIRST 5 MENDOCINO)

Advisory committees 9.34.120
Bylaws 9.34.070
Established 9.34.040
Meetings, hearings 9.34.110
Members

appointment, term, removal, compensation
9.34.070

composition, qualifications 9.34.060
Powers, duties

as independent public entity 9.34.080
under state act 9.34.090

Purpose, authority 9.34.050

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES TRUST FUND
Established, purpose, use, expenditures 9.34.100

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
Appointment 3.16.020
Civil service system

appeals hearing
authority generally 3.16.150
duties generally 3.16.140

funding duties 3.16.060
rules, regulations promulgation 3.16.120

Compensation 3.16.080
Created, appointment, term 3.16.020
Meetings, organization 3.16.070
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CLERK, COUNTY

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION (Cont'd.)
Office holding limitation 3.16.050
Organization 3.16.070
Powers, duties generally 3.16.050
Qualifications 3.16.030
Removal procedure 3.16.040
Secretary, human resources director designated

3.16.090
Term 3.16.020
Vacancy filling 3.16.030

CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM
Adoption, administration 3.16.010
Amendment of provisions, procedure 3.16.200
Applicability of provisions 3.16.100
Appointing authority defined 3.16.110
Civil service commission

See CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
Commission

See CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
Current employees, status 3.16.160
Disciplinary action

appeals
hearing 3.16.150
request, filing 3.16.140

designated, procedure 3.16.130
Discrimination prohibited 3.16.180
Political activity restrictions 3.16.170
Reclassification of incumbent, status when

3.16.210
Rules, regulations

See also Specific Subject
generally, scope 3.16.120

Severability of provisions 3.16.190
Validation of provisions, effect 3.16.220

CLAIMS AGAINST THE COUNTY
See WARRANTS, COUNTY

CLEAN SLATE CERTIFICATION
See BUILDING

CLERK, COUNTY
See also CLERK-RECORDER, COUNTY

CLERK-TAX COLLECTOR, COUNTY
Office consolidated 2.16.020
Subdivision appeals report duties 17-90
Underground utility district

establishment notice duties 22.04.090
poles, wires removal hearing notice duties

22.04.040

Supp. No. 27



CLERK OF THE BOARD

CLERK OF THE BOARD
Office established 2.30.010
Outdoor festival license application duties

6.16.040
Powers and duties 2.30.020
Subdivisions

final map duties 17-43
parcel subdivision parcel map duties 17-46

Water well appeals hearing duties 16.04.210
Zoning duties

See ZONING, AGRICULTURAL
PRESERVES

CLERK-RECORDER, COUNTY
See also CLERK, COUNTY

RECORDER, COUNTY
Office consolidated 2.16.030
Real property transfer tax administration,
authority generally 5.24.040

CLERK-TAX COLLECTOR, COUNTY
See also CLERK, COUNTY

TAX COLLECTOR, COUNTY
TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR,

COUNTY
Business license issuance duties, authority
generally 6.04.070

COASTAL PERMIT ADMINISTRATOR
See also ZONING, COASTAL

UNINCORPORATED AREAS
Designated 2.52.038

COASTAL ZONING
See ZONING, COASTAL

ZONING, COASTAL,
UNINCORPORATED AREAS (Permit
administrator)

CODE
See also STATE STATUTES, ORDINANCES
Catchlines not to govern 1.04.040
Citation 1.04.010
Definitions, rules of construction 1.04.020
Designation, citation 1.04.010
Editorial comment, effect 1.08.090
General penalty 1.04.110
Officers, duties performance by deputies, other

1.04.100
Ordinances

See also STATE STATUTES, ORDINANCES
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CODE (Cont'd.)
Ordinances (Cont'd.)

continuance when 1.04.050
definitions 1.04.060
reference, effect 1.04.080
repeal, effect 1.04.030

Penalty 1.04.110
Rules of construction 1.04.020
Severability of provisions 1.04.070
Time computation 1.04.020
Violation, penalty 1.04. II0

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
See also BOARDS, COMMISSIONS
Appointment, composition, term 11.04.060
Financial assistance 11.04.100
History of provisions 11.04.040
Housing commission authority transferred to
community development commission 11.04.050

Intent of provisions 11.04.020
Personnel

authority, regulations generally 11.04.070
contract for staff 11.04.080

Powers, duties generally 11.04.090
Statutory authority 11.04.030

CONSTRUCTION
See also BUILDING

BUILDING CODE
Flood hazard reduction

See ZONING
ZONING, COASTAL,

UNINCORPORATED AREAS



MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION REGULATION

LIMITED DENSITY RURAL DWELLINGS
(Cont'd.)

Structural requirements
See also Specific Subject
foundations 18.23.330
generally 18.23.320

Substandard building, abatement, nuisance
declaration 18.23.050

Technical codes, applicability 18.23.310
Temporary occupancy permitted when, liability

18.23.210
Violation, abatement

civil remedy, precedence 18.23.070
substandard building 18.23.050

Water supply, potable required 18.23.430
Work inspection

See Inspections

LODGING BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT

Actions to collect 5.140.190
Advisory board 5.140.210
Annual report 5.140.220
Appeal 5.140.150
Area established, description 5.140.040
Assessments

determination by tax administrator 5.140.130
imposition 5.140.120
review 5.140.110

Audit 5.140.170
Authority 5.140.020
Authorized uses 5.140.050
Contract 5.140.250
Definitions 5.140.030
Effective date of provisions 5.140.270
Exemptions 5.140.080
Fees

administrative fee 5.140.240
enforcement fee 5.140.260

Hotels, classification, assessment 5.140.060
Modification, disestablishment 5.140.230
Operator's duties 5.140.070
Penalties 5.140.140
Records 5.140.160
Refunds 5.140.180
Registration certificate 5.140.100
Reporting, remitting 5.140.090
Title of provisions 5.140.010
Violations, misdemeanor 5.140.200

717

LOST, UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
Bicycles, toys, disposition 8.24.080
Definitions 8.24.040
Holding period 8.24.050
Intent of provisions 8.24.020
Procedures generally 8.24.070
Restoration to legal owner 8.24.060
Sale

devaluating property, procedure 8.24.090
public auction

expenses 8.24.140
notice requirements 8.24.110
permitted when, exceptions 8.24.100
proceeds, disposition 8.24.130
sale to highest bidder 8.24.120

Statutory authority 8.24.030
Title of provisions 8.24.010

LUMBER MILL
See SAWMILLS, MILLS, MANUFACTURING

PLANTS

-M

MANUFACTURING PLANT
See SAWMILLS, MILLS, MANUFACTURING
PLANTS

MARIJUANA, MEDICAL
Findings 9.37.020
Limits for possession of marijuana for medical
purposes 9.37.040

Purpose 9.37.010
Repeal of mendocino county code chapter 9.36

9.37.030
Severability 9.37.050

MASTER GRID NUMBERING SYSTEM
See STREET, ROAD ADDRESS NUMBERING

SYSTEM

MASTERPLAN
Preparation, adoption, scope 2.48.030

MECHANICAL CODE
See also BUILDING CODE
Adoption 18.04.040
Amendments 18.04.064

MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION
REGULATION

Abatement by owner or county 9.31.210

Supp. No. 27



MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION REGULATION

MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION
REGULATION (Cont'd.)

Administrative civil penalties 9.31.160
Appeal from denial of permit or renewal 9.31.120
Appeal procedure 9.31.180
Attorneys' fees 9.31.300
Collection with ordinary taxes 9.31.290
Compliance with CEQA 9.31.320
Definitions 9.31.030
Determination 9.31.200
Effective date 9.31.340
Enforcement 9.31.140
Failure of owner to abate or appeal 9.31.220
Findings 9.31.020
Hearing officer 9.31.170
Hearing on account and proposed lien 9.31.260
Hearing procedures 9.31.190
Lien 9.31.280
Limitation

location 9.31.090
number 9.31.070

No duty to enforce 9.31.240
Notice of lien 9.31.270
Notice to legal owner 9.31.080
Prohibited

generally 9.31.040
more than twenty-five on one legal parcel,

indoor, outdoor 9.31.050
Public nuisance 9.31.130
Purpose and intent 9.31.010
Requirement

fencing, outdoor 9.31.100
zip-tie 9.31.060

Report and notice of lien hearing 9.31.250
Service of notice and order to abate 9.31.150
Severability 9.31.130,9.31.330
Summary Abatement 9.31.230
Twenty-five (25) plants per parcel limitation

requirements for exemption from 9.31.110
Use of money collected under this chapter

9.31.310

MENDOCINO, TOWN OF, HISTORICAL
PRESERVATION DISTRICT

See ZONING, COASTAL

MENTAL HEALTH EMPLOYEES, STATE
Transfer to county

See PERSONNEL

Supp. No. 27 718

MERCHANT
Business license

See also BUSINESS LICENSE
fee 6.04.050

MILL
See SAWMILLS, MILLS, MANUFACTURING
PLANTS

MINING
See SURFACE MINING, RECLAMATION

ZONING
ZONING, COASTAL,

UNINCORPORATED AREAS

MINOR
See ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

BINGO GAMES
CURFEW
JUVENILE DETENTION HOME
JUVENILE JUSTICE, DELINQUENCY

PREVENTION COMMISSION

MOBILE HOME
See also ZONING
Flood hazard reduction

See ZONING
ZONING, COASTAL,

UNINCORPORATED AREAS

MOBILE HOME PARK
See also ZONING
Flood hazard reduction

See ZONING
ZONING, COASTAL,

UNINCORPORATED AREAS

MOTEL
Business license

See also BUSINESS LICENSE
fee 6.04.050

Zoning regulations
See ZONING

ZONING, COASTAL
ZONING, COASTAL,

UNINCORPORATED AREAS

MOTORBOATS
See BOAT

WATERCRAFT

MOVIE PRODUCTION COMPANY
See FILM PERMIT



MULTIPLE-SELLERS LICENSE
Business license

See also BUSINESS LICENSE
fee 6.04.050

MUSEUM DIRECTOR
Archeological commission membership 22.12.040

718.1

MUSEUM DIRECTOR
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