CHAPTER 3 -- THE LAND USE PLAN: RESOURCES

AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND POLICIES

3.7 RECREATION AND VISITOR-SERVING FACILITIES

Narrative

Coastal Element Policies: Recreation and Visitor Serving Facilities

3.7-1

3.7-2

3.7-3

3.7-4

The land use plan designates the existing visitor serving facilities and reserves
appropriate sites for future or potential visitor serving facilities.

Because unrestricted development of visitor facilities would destroy those qualities
that attract both residents and tourists, limitations on visitor facilities by type and
location shall be as set by Policy 3.7-1 and illustrated by Table 3.7-2 which reflects
a tabulation based on land use maps (see footnotes) to avoid highway congestion,
degradation of special communities, and disruption of enjoyment of the coast.

Visitor serving facilities and proposed sites where the Coastal Commission has
approved the issuance of permits are designated on the land use maps, and are
reserved for those visitor accommodations as defined in Chapter 2. Provision has
also been made for the following visitor services: boat launching or rental, visitor-
oriented and handicraft shops. Precise intensity of visitor accommodations and
development standards shall be specified by zoning regulations so the
developments will be compatible with the natural setting and surrounding
development. Visitor serving facilities which might occur in commercially
designated areas have not been specifically designated, except for the Mendocino
Town Plan. (See Appendix 10 for listing of privately operated visitor serving
facilities.)

Proposed sites or areas for additional visitor serving facilities are designated and
reserved by a number indicating a category of VSF described in this section subject
to the granting of a conditional use permit (*C). Precise intensity of the proposed
visitor accommodations and development standards shall be specified in the
Zoning Regulations and regulated so that the use will be compatible with existing
uses, public services and environmental resources. Any visitor serving facility not
shown on the LUP Maps shall require an LUP amendment except in Rural Village
(RV) and Commercial (C) Land Uses.

No development more intense than a single family residence shall be allowed on
such a site, and then only if it is sited in such a location and manner that a visitor
serving facility may still be placed on the site.
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3.7-5

3.7-6

3.7-7

Transference from one location to another of a visitor serving facility designation
shown on the Land Use Plan maps shall require a Land Use Plan amendment. If an
existing facility is being relocated, operation of the existing facility shall not
continue beyond commencement of operations at the new site.

The locations designated and types of use permitted are intended to result in
accommodations of all price ranges, including lower cost ones such as
campgrounds and hostels. Lower-cost visitor and recreational facilities for persons
and families of low and moderate income shall be protected, encouraged and,
where feasible, provided. Developments providing public recreational
opportunities are preferred.

The Department of Parks and Recreation is requested to complete all funded
acquisitions. No unfunded state park acquisitions in the coastal zone are
designated by the Land Use Plan, but acquisition necessary to provide shoreline
access at locations shown is consistent with the plan and provision of access at
such locations will not require a plan amendment.

Within two (2) years of the certification of the Local Coastal Plan the State
Department of Parks and Recreation shall develop a comprehensive land use plan
and management program to their lands on the Mendocino Coast prior to any
additional development or relinquishment of DPR lands. Such plan shall include a
tree removal program on all Department of Parks and Recreation lands where so
designated on the LUP Maps. Exempted from this requirement for a development
plan is any development necessary to ensure the health and safety of the general
public. Exempt from the requirement for a comprehensive land use plan and
management program is the repair, replacement, or rehabilitation of existing
facilities at the 30.5-acre Point Cabrillo Light Station, including the establishment
of visitor accommodations and services within existing structures. (Revised 8-30-
2005; Resolution 05-153)



