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History of Mendocino County Grand Jury Investigations 
 

This history of investigations is a record of reports issued by Mendocino County Grand Juries since 1982.  
This record, in addition to being of interest to the public, provides guidance for future Grand Juries. 
 
Entity Reviewed                                                    Year     Page(s)    
 
Administration and Finance 
 Administration Manual……………………..84 
       83 
       82 
 Administrator’s Office……………………...89 
 Assessor’s Office……………………………05…..p 5-12  oversight w/ response  
 Board of Supervisors………………………..90 

   83 
  Travel and Expenses………………...83 
  Boards, Commissions &  
   Special Districts……………..92 
  Budget Process……………………....96 
       91 
       90 
       89 
 Budget Impact………………………………05…..p 25-28,125-240 oversight w/ response 
 CAO to CEO New Position…………………05…..p 29-30            oversight 
 Complaint Policies & Procedures…………..02…..p 9-11          oversight 

County Clerk………………………………..05…..p 5-12    oversight w/ response 
89 

 County Counsel……………………………..00…..p 22-24      complaint 
  Recommendation Implementation 
   Schedule 99/00………………01…..p 4             response 
 County Employee Health Benefits………….01…..p 43-45 

Family Support Division……..……………..95 
       93 
 Form 700 Conflict of Interest……………….05…..p 31-32       complaint 
 Grand Jury Nominations……………………88 
 Grand Jury Final Report – Editing, 
  Production, Distribution…………….04…..p 29-33  
 Grand Jury Orientation……………………..88 
 Joint Powers Agreement……………………97 
                 96 
 Mendocino County Alliance………………..01…..p 47-50 
  Promotional Contract & 
     Review of Responses to  
     00/01 GJ Report…………………...02…..p 77-86     response 

Review of Response 01/02 ………….03…..p 143-145  response 
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Entity Reviewed                                                    Year     Page(s) 
Mendocino County Employees  

      Retirement Association………………….03…..p 87-98     oversight 
  Recommendations 02/03…………….04…..p 7-8        response 
 
 Personnel Department………………………98 
       86 
  Employee Practices………………….93 
       88 

Public Facilities Corporation………………..91 
 Risk Management Division…………………03…..p 73-83    oversight 
  Recommendation Implementation 
   Schedule 02/03……………...04…..p 5-6      response 
 Risk Management and Safety Officer 
  Injured County Employees………….99…..p 48-53  
 Transient Occupancy Tax…………………...99…..p 95     oversight 
           Recommendations 98/99……………..01…..p 67        response 
Building and Planning 

Abandoned Vehicles………………………..88 
 Agricultural Commission…………………...96 
       93 

Building Inspection…………………………… 
 Coast Botanical Gardens……………………88 
       87 
       86 
 Code Enforcement………………………….04…..p 8-11 

County Grading Ordinance…………………00…..p 43-44  complaint 
       99…..p 14-15  complaint 
  Recommendations 98/99 & 99/00… 01…..p 69       response 
 Fort Bragg Planning Commission…………..99…..p 16-18 
 General Plan………………………………...97 
 Land Use Law Enforcement Unit…………..82 
 Mendocino Historical Review Board……….00…..p 60-63 complaint 
       97 
 Services Department………………………..98 
       97    
       93 
       92 
       90 
       89 
       88 
Cities  

Fort Bragg…………………………………..97 
     Low Cost Housing, Fort Bragg…...……..02…..p 29-32 
Fort Bragg 01/02 Responses………………...03…..p 120-133  response 
Point Arena…………………………………02…..p 33-36     oversight 
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Entity Reviewed                                                   Year     Page(s) 
Cities Cont. 
 Point Arena Response………………………03…..p 61-72  response  
       88 
 Ukiah (finances)……………………………..00…..p 1-2    oversight 
       88 
  Ukiah Golf Course…………………..88 
 Willits……………………………………….02…..p 37-43 
  City Administration…………………………p 37,38,43 
  Little Lake Fire District……………………..p 39,40,41,43 
  Police Department…………………………..p 38,39,43 
  Public Works………………………………..p 38,39,43 
  Willits Unified School District……………...p 41-43 
 Willits 01/02 Response……………………...03…..p 108-116   response 
       86 
General Services…………………………………  .90 
       87 
       83 
 Buildings and Grounds/Parks..……………...87 
 Central Garage………………………………87 
       86 

Information Services Department/ 
    Data Processing…..……………………….04…..p  6-7 
Information Services Department……….…..02….p 23-27  oversight 

 Information Services Response……………..03…..p 137-138  response 
       89 
       87 
 Insurance and Risk …………………………91 
       87 
 Mail Room and Print Shop………………….87 
 Purchasing…………………………………..98 
       87 
Health and Welfare   

 - See Social Services 
Law Enforcement 
 Abandoned Newborns Safe Site…………….05…..p 33-44   oversight w/ response 
 Alternate Defender………………………….00…..p 55-56   oversight 
 District Attorney 
  Conflict of Interest…………………...00…..p 12-13   complaint 

& Family Support Division….……….00…..p 31-32  complaint 
  & Ft. Bragg Police Dept……………...99…..p 39-40   complaint 
       98 
       95   
       93 
       92 
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Entity Reviewed                                                    Year        Page(s) 
Law Enforcement Continued 

Domestic Violence Restraining Orders…......02…..p 53-54 
  Restraining Orders 01/02 Responses..03…..p 132-134,140 response 
 Domestic Violence………………………….00…..p 33-42       complaint 
 Juvenile Court………………………………85 
 Juvenile Hall………………………………...05…..p 69-72      oversight w/ response 

04…..p 12-14      oversight 
                       03…..p 99-101   oversight 
       01…..p 17-21     oversight 
       00…..p 52-54     oversight 
 Juvenile Hall Administration Practices……..99…..p 54-62     oversight 
       97 
       93 
       91 
       90 
       89 
 Marijuana and Meth Enforcement………….02…..p 1-7   

Marijuana and Meth Response……………..03…..p 135-136   response 
Patrol Officer Coverage…………………….05…..p 73-76      complaint 

 Probation Department (Adult)……………...00…..p 14-18      oversight    
 Recommendation Implementation 
   Schedule 99/00………………01…..p 3-4         response 
       96 
       92 
       90 
 Public Defender……………………………..99…..p 71-75    complaint 
       89 
 Sexual Assault Response Team……………..96 
       89 

Sheriff/Coroner……………………………...03…..p 54-56 
       02…..p 1-7,17-27,53-54 
       01…..p 23-25 
       00…..p 33-42,48-51 
       99…..p 19-31 
       97 
       93 
       92 
       91 
       89 
 City Police Departments 
 Fort Bragg Police Department………………05…..p 45-46   oversight 

01…..p 29-31  oversight 
  & D.A’s Office…………………...….99…..p 39-40  complaint 
       91 
       90 
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Entity Reviewed                                                    Year        Page(s) 
 Ukiah Police Department…………………...00…..p 3-5      complaint 
  Ukiah Police Fatal Shooting………...99…..p 32-38  complaint 
       93 
       89 
       88 
       87 
       86 
 Willits Police Department…………………..05…..p 61-68     oversight w/ response 

02…..p 38,39,43  oversight 
       90 
       89 
       88 
  Gang Problems/Racial Profiling…….03…..p 57-60  complaint 
 Holding Cells……………………………….05…..p 47-60  oversight w/ response 

Adult Detention Facilities  
 Staffing and Facility…………………00…..p 48-51    oversight 

Medical Facilities at Low Gap………99…..p 23-27     complaint 
Staffing…………………….....……...99…..p 19-23 
Suicide Investigation………………...99…..p 28-31     complaint 

 98 
        97 
        93 
        91 
  Mendocino County Jail……..………..03…..p 54-56    oversight 
        01…..p 23-25   oversight    

State Conservation Camps 
  Chamberlain Creek………………….05…..p 77-78    oversight 

04…..p 26-28    oversight 
       03…..p 52-53   oversight 
  Parlin Fork…………………………..05…..p 77-78    oversight 

04…..p 26-28   oversight 
       03…..p 52-53   oversight 

 01…..p 27-28   oversight 
Public Works and Special District 

Air Pollution District………………………..88 
Airports 

 Little River Airport………………………….88 
       85 
 Animal Care & Control 
 Animal Control……………………………..05…..p 13-16    complaint 
  Wet Kennels & Low Morale………..05…..p 17-20    oversight 

03…..p 34-37    complaint 
  Recommendation Implementation 
   Schedule 02/03……………….04…..p 2-3         response 
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Entity Reviewed                                                      Year       Page(s) 
 Animal Care & Control cont. 

Dog Licensing and Rabies Vaccines…99…..p 11-13    complaint 
        Response 98/99…..…………  01…..p 66         response 
        92 
         88 

  87 
Cemetery Districts 

  Cemetery District of the Redwoods (Willits)… 
  Hopland Cemetery District…….……03…..p 38-42    complaint 
  Mendocino-Little River Cemetery District…… 
  Russian River Cemetery District (Ukiah)…….. 
 Community Services Districts  
  Anderson Valley Community Services 
  Brooktrails Community Services 
       District……...………………………99…..p 1-2       complaint 
          86 
          85 

Community Development Commission 02....p 13-15    oversight 
Housing & Urban Development……..p 13 

  Ft. Bragg Office Closure……………..p 13,14,15 
  Grand Jury 99/00……………………..p 14 

          00…..p 6-11      complaint 
   Recommendation Implementation 
    Schedule 99/00………..01…..p 1-3         response    
          92 
  Comptche Community Services…….. 
  Covelo Community Services…………93 
         83 

Elk Community Services…………….. 
  Gualala Community Services………… 
  Mendocino City Community Services… 
  Noyo Harbor District………..………01…..p 39-41   

Potter Valley Community Services……  
County Service Area #3……………………..91 
Guidance/Assistance for Special Districts…..85 
Environmental Health 
Complaint Process; Septic System…...……..01…..p 35-37    complaint 
Complaint Process; Liquid Waste   99…..p 5-10      complaint 
Sewage Disposal…………………………….82 
Toxic Waste Disposal……………………….92 
      88  
      87 
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Entity Reviewed                                                     Year      Page(s) 
Fire Protection Districts 

  Albion/Little River…………………....05…..p 101-112  oversight 
  Anderson Valley…… ………………… 
  Brooktrails – Dangerous Fire Hazards..03…..p 50-51    complaint 
  City of Ukiah Fire…………………… 
  Comptche VFD………………………. 
  Covelo VFD…………………………..05…..p 101-112  oversight 
  Elk Fire…….………………………….. 

Fort Bragg Fire Department……….....01…..p 29-32      oversight 
  Greenwood Ridge Fire………………. 
  Hopland Fire………………………….05…..p 101-112  oversight 
  Iron Peak……………………………… 
  Legget Valley Fire District………….. 
  Little Lake Fire Protection District…..02.....p 39-41,43   oversight 
  Long Valley Fire District…………….05…..p 101-112   oversight 
  Mendocino Fire District……………… 
  Piercy Fire District……………………05…..p 101-112   oversight 
  Potter Valley Fire District…………….05…..p  101-112   oversight 
  Redwood Coast Fire District…………02…..p 33-36    
        01…..p 33-34   
  Redwood Valley – Calpella Fire …….05…..p 101-112    oversight 
  South Coast Fire District…………….. 

Ukiah Valley Fire Department……..…95 
  Westport County Water District – Fire.02…..p 65      
  Whale Gulch…………………………. 
 Solid Waste Management…………………...90 
       89 

Transportation 
     Department of Transportation……………02…..p 55-61    oversight 

      Department of Transportation Response...03…..p 140-142  response 
       89 
                 Mendocino Transit Authority……………05…..p 121-124  complaint 

04…..p 15-19     oversight 
      Unpaved Roads…………………………..05…..p 113-120  oversight w/ response        

Ukiah Downtown Parking…………………..01…..p 63-64      oversight 
Ukiah Sanitation District……………………92 
Water Districts 

 Ukiah Valley Water Districts……………….03…..p 7-33       complaint 
       Calpella County Water District…….……03…..p 11,14,15,20  
      City of Ukiah Utility District………….…03….p 11,14,15,21 

     Hopland Public Utilities District………...03…..p 11,14,15,22 
98 

       97 
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Entity Reviewed                                                       Year       Page(s) 
Water Districts Continued    
  Little Lake Valley-Flood  Control…………84 

      Mendocino County Flood Control and 
          Water Conservation District………….03….p 8 
     Mendocino County Russian River Flood  

Control and Water Conservation  
Improvement Dist…………………….03…..p 8-26,28,30 

     Mendocino County Water Agency…….…03…..p 7,29,30 
     Millview Water District…………….….…03…..p 11,14,15,23,24 

 99…..p 79-84  complaint 
       Potter Valley Water Irrigation…………...00…..p 69-70     complaint 
                   89 
       Redwood Valley Water District……….....03…..p 11,13-15,25-27 
         00…..p 71-72  complaint 
      Russian River Flood Control District….…03….p 8,11-33 

     Recommendation Implementation  
    Schedule, Grand Jury Report 02/03…04…..p 1-2     response 
     State Water Resources Control Board……..03…..p 7,9,10,13,14,16,18-21,23-25,28 
     Ukiah Valley Water District.……….……..03…..p 7-10    complaint 
     Ukiah Valley-Wide Task Force……..…….03…..p 17,19 
     Westport Water District…………………...02…..p 65-67   
     Westport Water District 01/02 Response….03…..p 117-119  response 
         00…..p 73-75    complaint 
     Westport Water District 99/00 Response….01…..p 68          response 
         97 
         93 
         92 
     Willow County Water District……….…….03…..p 11,14,15,20 

   91 
         84 
         83 

Schools & Libraries 
 Libraries 

Bookmobile……………………….………… 89 
 County Public Library……………….……….05…..p 21-24     complaint 

  03…..p 43-49     oversight 
 Recommendation Implementation  
   Schedule 02/03………………...04…..p 3-5      response 

   99…..p 63-64     oversight 
          97 
                    90 
          89 

Museum…………………………………………. 
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Entity Reviewed                                                     Year       Page(s)  
Schools 
 Athletic Coaches Certification (part time)..…01.….p 51             review 
  Part Time High School Coaches……..99…..p 3-4          review 
       98 
 Anderson Valley Unified School District…...96 
       90 
       86 
 Bachmann Hill School………………………84 
       82 
 Court and Community Schools……………..00…..p 57-59   complaint 
 Fort Bragg Unified School District…………98 
 Laytonville Unified School District………...96 

Leggett Valley Unified School District……..93 
       88 
 MCOE Regional Occupational Program……97 
       85 
       84 
 Mendocino Community College 
  Visually Handicapped  Funding……..02…..p 63          

Board of Trustees……….……………01…..p 55-62    
  Response 00/01 Board of Trustees...…02…..p 75,76    response 
  Athletics Facilities……………………00…..p 64-65   complaint 
         99…..p 76-79 
         98 
  Recommendation 97/98 Title IX……..01…..p 69-70    response 
        88 
 Mendocino Unified School District……..…...01…..p 53-54   complaint 
 Potter Valley Unified School District……..…00…...p 66-68  complaint 
 Round Valley Unified School District…….....05…...p 79-84, 241-245  complaint 

 89 
 Special Education Local Planning                  
  Agency (SELPA)…………………….02…..p 72-73 
  Children’s Mental Health Services…..01…..p 7 
        98 

Response 97/98………………………99…..p 92-94   response 
 

 
Ukiah Valley School District.………………..98 

         89 
       88 
 Willits Unified School District……………...02…..p 41-43 
       89 
       88 
  Gang Problems/Racial Profiling…….03…..p 57-60 complaint 
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Entity Reviewed                                                      Year      Page(s) 
Social Services 

Injured Employees………………………….99…..p 48-53  complaint 
 4/40 Work Week……………………………98 
       95 
       93  
       90 
       89 
       88 
 Child Protection Services 

Emergency Response Unit…………...00…..p 19-21   oversight 
  Recommendation Implementation 
   Schedule 99/00………………01….p 4         response 
       96 

   93 
       84 
       83 
 Child Support Services, Family Support……00…..p 31-32    complaint 
 Crisis Service Center (Formerly PHF)………02…..p 17-21 
 Family and Children Services……………….02…..p 45-51, 69,70 
 Family and Children Response 01/02……….03….p 139-140   response 
 Food Stamps…………………………………96 
 Fort Bragg Social Services Office..…………00…..p 25-30    complaint 
       90 
       89 
       88 

Foster Care………………………………….02…..p 69-70       review 
 Foster Care Response 01/02..……………….03…..p 142-143   response 
       96 
 Foster Home Application Process…………..98 
      Response 97/98………………………….01…..p 65-66      response 
       92 
 Fraud Unit…………………………………..96 
       95 
 General Relief Manual……………………...96 
       95 
 Health Advisory Committee………………...84 
 In-Home Support Services…………………..00…..p 45-47  complaint 
 Job Alliance (G.A.I.N.)……………………...95 

Mental Health Services for Children………..04…..p 20-25  oversight 
  Mendocino County Youth Project…………..p 21 
  Redwood Children’s Services, Inc….…..…..p 22 
  Tapestry Family Services, Inc…………..…..p 22-23 
 Mental Health Services for Children………..02…..p 71-73   review 
  Special Ed. Local Plan Area Director..02..…p 72,73 
      Response……………………………….…03…..p 143        response 
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 Mental Health Services for Children………..01…..p 1-11      oversight 
Public Guardian……………………………..95 

 Sexual Assault Team………………………..96 
 Special Advocate (CASA)…………………..96 
 

Health and Welefare 
 Alcohol and Other Drug Programs(AODP)...97 
       87 
       85 
       84 
 Ambulance Services………………………...92 

Environmental Health- See Public Works & Special Districts 
 Mendocino Coast Hospital District…………99…..p 41-47  oversight 
       92 
       83 
 Mental Health (services)…………………….05…..p  97-100 

02…..p 17-21 
 Mental Health 01/02 Response……………...03….p 102-108,128-134 
             136-137 response 
 Mental Health Board……..…………………05…..p 85-92  w/ response   

99…..p 65-70       oversight 
 Mental Health Patient’s Rights Advocate…..01…..p 13-15   
 Mental Health Prop 63………………………05…..p 93-96 

Public Health Department…………………..92      
 Veterans……………………………………..98 

96 
      95           

       86                                                                     


