Penal Codes

Section 888. Grand Jury

A Grand jury is a body of the required number of persons returned from the
citizens of the county before a court of competent jurisdiction, and sworn to
inquire of public offenses committed or triable within the county.

Each Grand jury or, if more than one has been duly impaneled pursuant to
Sections 904.5 to 904.9, inclusive, one grand jury in each county, shall be
charged and sworn to investigate or inquire into county matters of civil
concern, such as the needs of county officers, including the abolition or
creation of offices for, the purchase, lease or sale of equipment for, or changes
in the method or systems of performing the duties of the agencies subject to
Investigation pursuant to Section 914.1.

Section 888.2. ‘Required Number’ Defined
As used in this title as applied to a grand jury, “required number” means:

(a) Twenty-three in a county having a population exceeding 4,000,000.

(b) Eleven in a county having a population of 20,000 or less, upon the
approval of the board of supervisors.

(c) Nineteen in all other counties.
Section 890.1 Payment of Fees and Mileage.

The per diem and mileage of grand jurors where allowed by law shall be paid
by the treasurer of the county out of the general fund of the county upon
warrants drawn by the county auditor upon the written order of the judge of
the superior court of the county.

Section 891. Attempting to Record or Observe the Grand Jury
Proceedings.

Every person who, by any means whatsoever, willfully and knowingly, and
without knowledge and consent of the grand jury, records, or attempts to
record, all or part of the proceedings of any grand jury while it is deliberating
or voting, or listens to or observes, or attempts to listen to or observe, the
proceedings of any grand jury of which he is not a member while such jury is
deliberating or voting is guilty of a misdemeanor.

This section is not intended to prohibit the taking of notes by a grand juror in
connection with and solely for the purpose of assisting him in the
performance of his duties as such juror.

Section 892. Proceeding Against Corporation.

The grand jury may proceed against a corporation.
Section 893. Qualifications of Grand Jurors.

(a) A person is competent to act as a grand juror only if he possesses each of
the following qualifications:
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(1) He is a citizen of the United States of the age of 18 years or older
who shall have been a resident of the state and of the county or city
and county for one year immediately before being selected and
returned.

(2) He is in possession of his natural faculties, of ordinary intelligence,
of sound judgment, and of fair character.

(3) He 1s possessed of sufficient knowledge of the English language.
(b) A person is not competent to act as a grand juror if any of the following
apply:

(1) The person is serving as a trial juror in any court of this state.

(2) The person has been discharged as a grand juror in any court of
this state within one year.

(3) The person has been convicted of malfeasance in office or any
felony or other high crime.

(4) The person is serving as an elected public officer.
Section 894. Exemptions and Excuses From Service.

Sections 204, 218, and 219 of the Code of Civil Procedure specify the
exemptions and the excuses which relieve a person from liability to serve as a
grand juror.

Section 899. Selection by Judicial Districts—List Separate from Trial
Jurors.

The names for the grand jury list shall be selected from the different wards,
judicial districts, or supervisorial districts of the respective counties in
proportion to the number of inhabitants therein, as nearly as the same can be
estimated by the persons making the lists. The grand jury list shall be kept
separate and distinct from the trial jury list.

Section 903.1. Commissioner to Furnish Names of Qualified Persons.

Pursuant to written rules or instructions adopted by a majority of the judges
of the superior court of the county, the jury commissioner shall furnish the
judges of the court annually a list of persons qualified to serve as grand
jurors during the ensuing fiscal year of the county, or until a new list of
jurors is required. From time to time, a majority of the judges of the superior
court may adopt such rules or instructions as may be necessary for the
guidance of the jury commissioner, who shall at all times be under the
supervision and control of the judges of the court. Any list of jurors prepared
pursuant to this article must, however, meet the requirements of Section 899.

Section 903.2. Investigation of Qualifications of Prospective Jurors.

The jury commissioner shall diligently inquire and inform himself in respect
to the qualifications of persons resident in his county who may be liable to be
summoned for grand jury duty. He may require any person to answer, under
oath to be administered by him all such questions as he may address to such
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person, touching his name, age, residence, occupation, and qualifications as a
grand juror, and also all questions as to similar matters concerning other
persons of whose qualifications for grand jury duty he has knowledge.

Section 903.3. Return to Judges of Recommended List.

Pursuant to the rules or instructions adopted by a majority of the judges of
the superior court, the jury commissioner shall return to the judges the list of
persons recommended by him for grand jury duty. The judges of the superior
court shall examine the jury list so returned and from such list a majority of
the judges may select, to serve as grand jurors in the superior court of the
county during the ensuing year or until a new list of jurors is required, such
persons as, in their opinion, should be selected for grand jury duty. The
persons so selected shall, in the opinion of the judges selecting them, be
persons suitable and competent to serve as jurors, as required by law.

Section 903.4 Judges Need Not Select Jurors From List.

The judges are not required to select any names from the list returned by the
jury commissioner, but may, if in their judgment the due administration of
justice requires, make all or any selections from among the body of persons in
the county suitable and competent to serve as grand jurors regardless of the
list returned by the jury commissioner.

Section 905. At least One Grand Jury a Year.

In all counties there shall be at least one grand jury drawn and impaneled in
each year.

Section 908.1. Manner of Filling Vacancies.

When, after the grand jury consisting of the required number of persons has
been impaneled pursuant to law, the membership is reduced for any reason,
such vacancies within an existing grand jury may be filled, so as to maintain
the full membership at the required number of persons, by the clerk of the
superior court, in the presence of the court, drawing out sufficient names to
fill the vacancies from the grand jury box, pursuant to law, or from a special
venire as provided in Section 226 of the Code of Civil Procedure. No person
selected as a grand juror to fill a vacancy pursuant to this section shall vote
as a grand juror on any matter upon which evidence has been taken by the
grand jury prior to the time of his selection.

Section 909. Qualification and Swearing in of Jurors.

Before accepting a person drawn as a grand juror, the court shall be satisfied
that such person is duly qualified to act as such juror. When a person is
drawn and found qualified he shall be accepted unless the court, on the
application of the juror and before he is sworn, excuses him from such service
for any of the reasons prescribed in this title or in Chapter 1 (commencing
with Section 190), Title 3, Part 1 of the Code of Civil Procedure.
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Section 910. No Challenge Except for Want of Qualification.

No challenge shall be made or allowed to the panel from which the grand jury
1s drawn, nor to an individual grand juror, except when made by the court for
want of qualifications, as prescribed in Section 909.

Section 911. Oath.
The following oath shall be taken by each member of the grand jury:

“I do solemnly swear (affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the
United States and of the State of California, and all laws made
pursuant to and in conformity therewith, will diligently inquire into,
and a true presentment make, of all public offenses against the people
of this state, committed or triable within this county, of which the
grand jury shall have or can obtain legal evidence. Further, I will not
disclose any evidence brought before the grand jury, nor anything
which I or any other grand juror may say, nor the manner in which I or
any other grand juror may have voted on any matter before the grand
jury. I will keep the charge that will be given to me by the court.”

Section 912. Foreman.

From the persons summoned to serve as grand jurors and appearing, the
court shall appoint a foreman. The court shall also appoint a foreman when
the person already appointed is excused or discharged before the grand jury
is dismissed.

Section 913. Demand for Impaneling by Attorney General.

If a grand jury is not in existence, the Attorney General may demand the
impaneling of a grand jury by those charged with the duty to do so, and upon
such demand by him, it shall be their duty to do so.

Section 914. Charge by Court; Training for Juries Considering Civil
Matters.

(a) When the grand jury is impaneled and sworn, it shall be charged by the
court. In doing so, the court shall give the grand jurors such information as it
deems proper, or as is required by law, as to their duties, and as to any
charges for public offenses returned to the court or likely to come before the
grand jury.

(b) To assist a grand jury in the performance of its statutory duties regarding
civil matters, the court, in consultation with the district attorney, the county
counsel, and at least one former grand juror, shall ensure that a grand jury
that considers or takes action on civil matters receives training that
addresses, at a minimum, report writing, interviews, and the scope of the
grand jury’s responsibility and statutory authority.

(c) Any costs incurred by the court as a result of this section shall be
absorbed by the court or the county from existing resources.
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Section 914.1. Instructions as to Investigation of County
Government.

When a grand jury is impaneled, for purposes which include the investigation
of, or inquiry into county matters of civil concern, the judge of the superior
court of the county, in addition to other matters requiring action, shall call its
attention to the provisions of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 23000) of
Division 1 of Title 3, and Sections 24054 and 26525 of the Government Code,
and instruct it to ascertain by a careful and diligent investigation whether
such provisions have been complied with, and to note the result of such
investigation in its report. At such time the judge shall also inform and
charge the grand jury especially as to its powers, duties, and responsibilities
under Article 1 (commencing with Section 888) of Chapter 2, and Article 2
(commencing with Section 925), Article 3 (commencing with Section 934) of
this chapter, Article 3 (commencing with Section 3060) of Chapter 7 of
Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, and Section 17006 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code.

Section 914.5. Investigative Activities Budgeted.

The grand jury shall not spend money or incur obligations in excess of the
amount budgeted for its investigative activities pursuant to this chapter by
the county board of supervisors, unless the proposed expenditure is approved
in advance by the presiding judge of the superior court after the board of
supervisors has been advised of the request.

Section 915. Inquiry into Offenses and Matters of Civil Concern.

When the grand jury has been impaneled, sworn, and charged, it shall retire
to a private room, except when operating under a finding pursuant to Section
939.1, and inquire into the offenses and matters of civil concern cognizable by
it. On the completion of the business before the grand jury or expiration of
the term of prescribed service of one or more grand jurors, the court shall
discharge it or the affected individual jurors.

Section 916. Selection of Officers—-Setting Rules of Procedure.

Each grand jury shall choose its officers, except the foreman, and shall
determine its rules of proceeding. Adoption of its rules of procedure and all
public actions of the grand jury, whether concerning criminal or civil matters
unless otherwise prescribed in law, including adoption of final reports, shall
be only with the concurrence of that number of grand jurors necessary to find
an indictment pursuant to Section 940. Rules of procedure shall include
guidelines for that grand jury to ensure that all findings included in its final
reports are supported by documented evidence, including reports of contract
auditors or consultants, official records, or interviews attended by no fewer
than two grand jurors, and that all problems identified in a final report are
accompanied by suggested means for their resolution, including financial,
when applicable.
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Section 916.1. Foreman Pro Tempore.

If the foreman of a grand jury is absent from any meeting or if he is
disqualified to act, the grand jury may select a member of that body to act as
foreman pro tempore, who shall perform the duties, and have all the powers
of the regularly appointed foreman in his absence or disqualification.

Section 918. Grand Juror May Report Public Offenses Known to Him.

If a member of the grand jury knows, or has reason to believe, that a public
offense, triable within the county, has been committed, he may declare it to
his fellow jurors, who may thereupon investigate it.

Section 919. Subjects of Inquiry.

(a) The grand jury may inquire into the case of every person imprisoned in
the jail of the county on a criminal charge and not indicted.

(b) The grand jury shall inquire into the condition and management of the
public prisons within the county.

(c) The grand jury shall inquire into the willful or corrupt misconduct in
office of public officers of every description within the county.

Section 920. Inquiries Into Land Transfers.

The grand jury may investigate and inquire into all sales and transfers of
land, and into the ownership of land, which, under the state laws, might or
should escheat to the State of California. For this purpose, the grand jury
may summon witnesses before it and examine them and the records. The
grand jury shall direct that proper escheat proceedings be commenced when,
in the opinion of the grand jury, the evidence justifies such proceedings.

Section 921. Access to Prisons and Public Records.

The grand jury is entitled to free access, at all reasonable times, to the public
prisons, and to the examination, without charge, of all public records within
the county.

Section 922. Removal of Public Officers.

The powers and duties of the grand jury in connection with proceedings for
the removal of district, county, or city officers are prescribed in Article 3
(commencing with Section 3060), Chapter 7, Division 4, Title 1, of the
Government Code.

Section 924.1. Disclosing Evidence, Proceedings or Votes.

(a) Every grand juror who, except when required by a court, willfully
discloses any evidence adduced before the grand jury, or anything which he
himself or any other member of the grand jury has said, or in what manner
he or she or any other grand juror has voted on a matter before them, is
guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) Every interpreter for the disabled appointed to assist a member of the
grand jury pursuant to Section 939.11 who, except when required by a court,
willfully discloses any evidence adduced before the grand jury, or anything
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which he or she or any member of the grand jury has said, or in what manner
any grand juror has voted on a matter before them is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

Section 924.2. Disclosing Testimony on Order of Court.

Each grand juror shall keep secret whatever he himself or any other grand
juror has said, or in what manner he or any other grand juror has voted on a
matter before them. Any court may require a grand juror to disclose the
testimony of a witness examined before the grand jury, for the purpose of
ascertaining whether it is consistent with that given by the witness before
the court, or to disclose the testimony given before the grand jury by any
person, upon a charge against such person for perjury in giving his testimony
or upon trial therefor.

Section 924.3. Immunity From Questioning Except for Perjury.

A grand juror cannot be questioned for anything he may say or any vote he
may give in the grand jury relative to a matter legally pending before the
jury, except for a perjury of which he may have been guilty in making an
accusation or giving testimony to his fellow jurors.

Section 924.4. Providing Information to Succeeding Grand Jury.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 924.1 and 924.2, any grand jury or,
if the grand jury is no longer empanelled, the presiding or sole judge of the
superior court, may pass on and provide the succeeding grand jury with any
records, information, or evidence acquired by the grand jury during the
course of any investigation conducted by it during its term of service, except
any information or evidence that relates to a criminal investigation or that
could form part or all of the basis for issuance of an indictment. Transcripts
of testimony reported during any session of the grand jury shall be made
available to the succeeding grand jury upon its request.

Section 925. Investigation of County Operations, Accounts, and
Records.

The grand jury shall investigate and report on the operations, accounts, and
records of the officers, departments, or functions of the county including those
operations, accounts and records of any special legislative district or other
district in the county created pursuant to state law for which the officers of
the county are serving in their ex-officio capacity as officers of the districts.
The investigations may be conducted on some selective basis each year, but
the grand jury shall not duplicate any examination of financial statements
which has been performed by or for the board of supervisors pursuant to
Section 25250 of the Government Code; this provision shall not be construed
to limit the power of the grand jury to investigate and report on the
operations, accounts and records of the officers, departments, or functions of
the county. The grand jury may enter into a joint contract with the board of
supervisors to employ the services of an expert as provided for in Section 926.
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Section 925a. Authority to Examine Records of City or Joint Powers
Agency.

The grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of any
incorporated city or joint powers agency located in the county. In addition to
any other investigatory powers granted by this chapter, the grand jury may
investigate and report upon the operations, accounts, and records of the
officers, departments, functions, and the method or system of performing the
duties of any such city or joint powers agency and make such
recommendations as it may deem proper and fit.

The grand jury may investigate and report upon the needs of all joint powers
agencies in the county, including the abolition or creation of agencies and the
equipment for, or the method or system of performing the duties of, the
several agencies. It shall cause a copy of any such report to be transmitted to
the governing body of any affected agency.

As used in this section, “joint powers agency’ means an agency described in
Section 6506 of the Government Code whose jurisdiction encompasses all or
part of a county.

Section 926. Employment of Experts and Assistants--Auditors or
Appraisers--Length of Contracted Services.

(a) If, in the judgment of the grand jury, the services of one or more experts
are necessary for the purposes of Sections 925, 925a, 928, 933.1, 933.5 or any
of them, the grand jury may employ one or more experts, at an agreed
compensation, to be first approved by the court. If, in the judgment of the
grand jury, the services of assistants to such experts are required, the grand
jury may employ such assistants, at a compensation to be agreed upon and
approved by the court. Expenditures for the services of experts and assistants
for the purposes of Section 933.5 shall not exceed the sum of thirty thousand
dollars ($30,000) annually, unless such expenditures shall also be approved
by the board of supervisors.

(b) When making an examination of the books, records, accounts, and
documents maintained and processed by the county assessor, the grand jury,
with the consent of the board of supervisors, may employ expert auditors or
appraisers to assist in the examination. Auditors and appraisers, while
performing pursuant to the directive of the grand jury, shall have access to
all records and documents that may be inspected by the grand jury subject to
the same limitations on public disclosure as apply to the grand jury.

(c) Any contract entered into by a grand jury pursuant to this section may
include services to be performed after the discharge of the jury, but in no
event may a jury contract for services to be performed later than six months
after the end of the fiscal year during which the jury was impaneled.

(d) Any contract entered into by a grand jury pursuant to this section shall
stipulate that the product of that contract shall be delivered on or before a
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time certain to the then-current grand jury of that county for such use as that
jury finds appropriate to its adopted objectives.

Section 927. Need for Salary Adjustments—Reports Thereon to Board
of Supervisors.

A grand jury may, and when requested by the board of supervisors shall,
investigate and report upon the needs for increase or decrease in salaries of
the county-elected officials. A copy of such report shall be transmitted to the
board of supervisors.

Section 928. Needs of County Officers.

Every grand jury may investigate and report upon the needs of all county
officers in the county, including the abolition or creation of offices and the
equipment for, or the method or system of performing the duties of, the
several offices. Such investigation and report shall be conducted selectively
each year. The grand jury shall cause a copy of such reports to be transmitted
to each member of the board of supervisors of the county.

Section 929. Public Release of Grand Jury Report Containing
Unprivileged Material and Findings.

As to any matter not subject to privilege, with the approval of the presiding
judge of the superior court or the judge appointed by the presiding judge to
supervise the grand jury, a grand jury may make available to the public part
or all of the evidentiary material, findings, and other information relied upon
by, or presented to, a grand jury for its final report in any civil grand jury
investigation provided that the name of any person, or facts that lead to the
1dentity of any person who provided information to the grand jury, shall not
be released. Prior to granting approval pursuant to this section, a judge may
require the redaction or masking of any part of the evidentiary material,
findings, or other information to be released to the public including, but not
limited to, the identity of witnesses and any testimony or materials of a
defamatory or libelous nature.

Section 930. Comments on Officials Not Privileged.

If any grand jury shall, in the report above mentioned, comment upon any
person or official who has not been indicted by such grand juries such
comments shall not be deemed to be privileged. [See McClatchy Decision]

Section 931. Expenses.

All expenses of the grand jurors incurred under this article shall be paid by
the treasurer of the county out of the general fund of the county upon
warrants drawn by the county auditor upon written order of the judge of
superior court of the county.

Section 932. May Order District Attorney to Sue to Recover Money
Due County.

After investigating the books and accounts of the various officials of the
county, as provided in the foregoing sections of this article, the grand jury
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may order the district attorney of the county to institute suit to recover
money that, in the judgment of the grand jury, may from any cause be due
the county. The order of the grand jury, certified by the foreman of the grand
jury and filed with the county clerk of the county, shall be full authority for
the district attorney to institute and maintain any such suit.

Section 933. Comments and Reports on Grand Jury
Recommendations.

(a) Each grand jury shall submit to the presiding judge of the superior court
a final report of its findings and recommendations that pertain to county
government matters during the fiscal or calendar year. Final reports on any
appropriate subject may be submitted to the presiding judge of the superior
court at any time during the term of service of a grand jury. A final report
may be submitted for comment to responsible officers, agencies, or
departments, including the county board of supervisors, when applicable,
upon finding of the presiding judge that the report is in compliance with this
title. For 45 days after the end of the term, the foreperson and his or her
designees shall, upon reasonable notice, be available to clarify the
recommendations of the report.

(b) One copy of each final report, together with the responses thereto, found
to be in compliance with this title shall be placed on file with the county clerk
and remain on file in the office of the county clerk. The county clerk shall
immediately forward a true copy of the report and the responses to the State
Archivist who shall retain that report and all responses in perpetuity.

(c) No later than 90 days after the grand jury submits a final report on the
operations of any public agency subject to its reviewing authority, the
governing body of the public agency shall comment to the presiding judge of
the superior court on the findings and recommendations pertaining to
matters under the control of the governing body, and every elected county
officer or agency head for which the grand jury has responsibility pursuant to
Section 914.1 shall comment within 60 days to the presiding judge of the
superior court, with an information copy sent to the board of supervisors, on
the findings and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of
that county officer or agency head and any agency or agencies which that
officer or agency head supervises or controls. In any city and county, the
mayor shall also comment on the findings and recommendations. All of these
comments and reports shall forthwith be submitted to the presiding judge of
the superior court who impaneled the grand jury. A copy of all responses to
grand jury reports shall be placed on file with the clerk of the public agency
and the office of the county clerk, or the mayor when applicable, and shall
remain on file in those offices. One copy shall be placed on file with the
applicable grand jury final report by, and in the control of the currently
impaneled grand jury, where it shall be maintained for a minimum of five
years.
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(d) As used in this section “agency” includes a department.

Section 933.05. Response to Grand Jury Recommendations—Content
Requirements; Personal Appearance by Responding Party; Grand

Jury Report to Affected Agency.

(a) For the purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each grand jury
finding, the responding person or entity shall indicate one of the following:

(1) The respondent agrees with the finding.

(2) The respondent disagrees wholly or partially with the finding, in which
case the response shall specify the portion of the finding that is disputed and
shall include an explanation of the reasons therefor.

(b) For purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each grand jury
recommendation, the responding person or entity shall report one of the
following actions:

(1) The recommendation has been implemented, with a summary regarding
the implemented action.

(2) The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be
implemented in the future, with a timeframe for implementation.

(3) The recommendation requires further analysis, with an explanation and
the scope and parameters of an analysis or study, and a timeframe for the
matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or head of the agency or
department being investigated or reviewed, including the governing body of
the public agency when applicable. This timeframe shall not exceed six
months from the date of publication of the grand jury report.

(4) The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted
or 1s not reasonable, with an explanation therefor.

(c) However, if a finding or recommendation of the grand jury addresses
budgetary or personnel matters of a county agency or department headed by
an elected officer, both the agency or department head and the board of
supervisors shall respond if requested by the grand jury, but the response of
the board of supervisors shall address only those budgetary or personnel
matters over which it has some decision making authority. The response of
the elected agency or department head shall address all aspects of the
findings or recommendations affecting his or her agency or department.

(d) A grand jury may request a subject person or entity to come before the
grand jury for the purpose of reading and discussing the findings of the grand
jury report that relates to that person or entity in order to verify the accuracy
of the findings prior to their release.

(e) During the investigation, the grand jury shall meet with the subject of
that investigation regarding the investigation, unless the court, either on its
own determination or upon request of the foreperson of the grand jury,
determines that such a meeting would be detrimental.
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(f) A grand jury shall provide to the affected agency a copy of the portion of
the grand jury report relating to that person or entity two working days prior
to its public release and after the approval of the presiding judge. No officer,
agency, department, or governing body of a public agency shall disclose any
contents of the report prior to the public release of the final report.

Section 933.1. Examination of Operations of Redevelopment,
Housing, and Joint Powers Agencies.

A grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of a
redevelopment agency, a housing authority created pursuant to Division 24
(commencing with Section 33000) of the Health and Safety Code, or a joint
powers agency created pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section
6500) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code, and, in addition to any
other investigatory powers granted by this chapter, may investigate and
report upon the method or system of performing the duties of such agency or
authority.

Section 933.5. Examination of Books of Special District or
Commission.

A grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of any special-
purpose assessing or taxing district located wholly or partly in the county or
the local agency formation commission in the county, and, in addition to any
other investigatory powers granted by this chapter, may investigate and
report upon the method or system of performing the duties of such districts or
commission.

Section 933.6. Examination of Operations of Nonprofit Corporation
Established by or Operated on Behalf of Public Entity.

A grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of any nonprofit
corporation established by or operated on behalf of a public entity. The books
and records, of which it is authorized by law to examine, and, in addition to
any other investigatory powers granted by this chapter, may investigate and
report upon the method or system of performing the duties of such nonprofit
corporations.

Section 934. Advice of Judge, District Attorney, or County Counsel.

(a) The grand jury may, at all times, request the advice of the court, or the
judge thereof, the district attorney, the county counsel, or the Attorney
General. Unless advice is requested, the judge of the court, or county counsel
as to civil matters, shall not be present during the sessions of the grand jury.

(b) The Attorney General may grant or deny a request for advice from the
grand jury. If the Attorney General grants a request for advice from the
grand jury, the Attorney General shall fulfill that request within existing
financial and staffing resources.
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Section 935. Appearance of District Attorney Before Jury.

The district attorney of the county may at all times appear before the grand
jury for the purpose of giving information or advice relative to any matter
cognizable by the grand jury, and may interrogate witnesses before the grand
jury whenever he thinks it necessary. When a charge against or involving the
district attorney, or assistant district attorney, or deputy district attorney, or
anyone employed by or connected with the office of the district attorney, is
being investigated by the grand jury, such district attorney, or assistant
district attorney, or deputy district attorney, or all or anyone or more of them
shall not be allowed to be present before such grand jury when such charge is
being investigated, in an official capacity but only as a witness, and he shall
only be present while a witness and after his appearance as such witness
shall leave the place where the grand jury is holding its session.

Section 936. Special Counsel and Special Investigators—Attorney
General May Employ.

When requested so to do by the grand jury of any county, the Attorney
General may employ special counsel and special investigators, whose duty it
shall be to investigate and present evidence in such investigation to such
grand jury.

The services of such special counsel and special investigator shall be a county
charge of such county.

Section 936.5. Special Counsel and Special Investigators—Superior
Court Judge May Employ.

(a) When requested to do so by the grand jury of any county, the presiding
judge of the superior court may employ special counsel investigators, whose
duty it shall be to investigate and present evidence of the investigation to the
grand jury.

(b) Prior to the appointment, the presiding judge shall conduct an
evidentiary hearing and find that a conflict of interest exists that would
prevent the local district attorney, the county counsel, and the Attorney
General from performing such investigations. Notice of the hearing shall be
given to each of them unless he or she is a subject of the investigations. The
finding of the presiding judge may be appealed by the district attorney, the
county counsel, or the Attorney General. The order shall be stayed pending
the appeal made under this section.

(c) The authority to appoint is contingent upon the certification by the
auditor-comptroller of the county, that the grand jury has funds appropriated
to it sufficient to compensate the special counsel and investigator for services
rendered pursuant to the court order. In the absence of a certification, the
court has no authority to appoint. In the event the county board of
supervisors or a member thereof is under investigation, the county has an
obligation to appropriate the necessary funds.
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Section 937. Subpoena of Interpreter--Compensation.

The grand jury or district attorney may require by subpoena the attendance
of any person before the grand jury as an interpreter. While his services are
necessary, such interpreters may be present at the examination of witnesses
before the grand jury. The compensation for services of such interpreters
constitutes a charge against the county, and shall be fixed by the grand jury.

Section 938.3. Services Charge Against County.

The services of a stenographic reporter shall constitute a charge against the
county, and the stenographic reporter shall be compensated for reporting and
transcribing at the same rates as prescribed in Section 69947 and 69954,
inclusive, of the Government Code, to be paid out of the county treasury on a
warrant of the county auditor when ordered by the judge of the superior
court.

Section 938.4. Meeting Room and Other Support.

The superior court shall arrange for a suitable meeting room and other
support as the court determines is necessary for the grand jury. Any costs
incurred by the court as a result of this section shall be absorbed by the court
or the county from existing resources.

Section 939. Persons Permitted to be Present During Session.

No person other than those specified in Article 3 (commencing with Section
934), and in Sections 939.1, 939.11, and 939.21, and the officer having
custody of a prisoner witness while the prisoner is testifying, is permitted to
be present during the criminal sessions of the grand jury except the members
and witnesses actually under examination. Members of the grand jury who
have been excused pursuant to Section 939.5 shall not be present during any
part of these proceedings. No persons other than grand jurors shall be
permitted to be present during the expression of the opinions of the grand
jurors, or the giving of their votes, on any criminal or civil matters before
them.

Section 939.1. Public Sessions on Request Under Court Order.

The grand jury acting through its foreman and the Attorney General or the
district attorney may make a joint written request for public sessions of the
grand jury. The request shall be filed with the Superior Court if the court, or
the judge thereof, finds that the subject matter of the investigation affects the
general public welfare, involving the alleged corruption, misfeasance, or
malfeasance in office or dereliction of duty of public officials or employees or
of any person allegedly acting in conjunction or conspiracy with such officials
or employees in such alleged acts, the court or judge may make an order
directing the grand jury to conduct its investigation in a session or sessions
open to the public. The order shall state the finding of the court. The grand
jury shall comply with the order.
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The conduct of such investigation and the examination of witnesses shall be
by the members of the grand jury and the district attorney.

The deliberation of the grand jury and its voting upon such investigation
shall be in private session. The grand jury may find indictments based wholly
or partially upon the evidence introduced at such public sessions.

Section 939.11. Interpreter for Disabled Grand Juror.

Any member of the grand jury who has a hearing, sight, or speech disability
may request an interpreter when his or her services are necessary to assist
the juror to carry out his or her duties. The request shall be filed with the
superior court. If the court, or the judge thereof, finds that an interpreter is
necessary, the court shall make an order to that effect and may require by
subpoena the attendance of any person before the grand jury as an
interpreter. If the services of an interpreter are necessary, the court shall
instruct the grand jury and the interpreter that the interpreter is not to
participate in the jury’s deliberations in any manner except to facilitate
communication between the disabled juror and the other jurors. The court
shall place the interpreter under oath not to disclose any grand jury matters,
including the testimony of any witness, statements of any grand juror, or the
vote of any grand juror, except in the due course of judicial proceedings.

Section 939.2. Subpoenas For Witnesses.

A subpoena requiring the attendance of a witness before the grand jury may
be signed and issued by the district attorney, his investigator, or upon
request of the grand jury, by any judge of the superior court, for witnesses in
the state, in support of the prosecution, for those witnesses whose testimony,
in his opinion is material in an investigation before the grand jury, and for
such other witnesses as the grand jury, upon an investigation pending before
them, may direct.

Section 939.4. Foreman May Administer Oath.

The foreman may administer an oath to any witness appearing before the
grand jury.
Section 939.5. Prejudice of Grand Juror.

Before considering a charge against any person, the foreman of the grand
jury shall state to those present the matter to be considered and the person to
be charged with an offense in connection therewith. He shall direct any
member of the grand jury who has a state of mind in reference to the case or
to either party which will prevent him from acting impartially and without
prejudice to the substantial rights of the party to retire. Any violation of this
section by the foreman or any member of the grand jury is punishable by the
court as a contempt.
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Section 939.9. Grand Jury to Act Only on Basis of its Own
Investigation.

A grand jury shall make no report, declaration, or recommendation on any
matter except on the basis of its own investigation of the matter made by
such grand jury. A grand jury shall not adopt as its own the recommendation
of another grand jury unless the grand jury adopting such recommendation
does so after its own investigation of the matter as to which the
recommendation is made, as required in this section.

Section 940. Finding and Endorsement.

An indictment cannot be found without concurrence of at least 14 grand
jurors in a county in which the required number of members of the grand jury
prescribed by Section 888.2 is 23, at least eight grand jurors in a county in
which the required number of members is 11, and at least 12 grand jurors in
all other counties. When so found it shall be endorsed. “A true bill,” and the
endorsement shall be signed by the foreman of the grand jury.
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Code of Civil Procedures
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Code of Civil Procedure

204. (a) No eligible person shall be exempt from service as a trial juror by
reason of occupation, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, economic
status, or sexual orientation, or for any other reason. No person shall be
excused from service as a trial juror except as specified in subdivision (b).

(b) An eligible person may be excused from jury service only for undue
hardship, upon themselves or upon the public, as defined by the Judicial
Council.

218. The jury commissioner shall hear the excuses of jurors summoned, in
accordance with the standards prescribed by the Judicial Council. It shall be
left to the discretion of the jury commissioner to accept an excuse under
subdivision (b) of Section 204 without a personal appearance. All excuses
shall be in writing setting forth the basis of the request and shall be signed
by the juror.

219. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the jury commissioner shall
randomly select jurors for jury panels to be sent to courtrooms for voir dire.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), no peace officer, as defined in
Section 830.1 and subdivision (a) of Section 830.2 of the Penal Code, shall be
selected for voir dire in civil or criminal matters.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), no peace officer, as defined in
subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 830.2 of the Penal Code, shall be selected
for voir dire in criminal matters.

226. (a) A challenge to an individual juror may only be made before the jury
1s sworn.

(b) A challenge to an individual juror may be taken orally or may be made
in writing, but no reason need be given for a peremptory challenge, and the
court shall exclude any juror challenged peremptorily.

(c) All challenges for cause shall be exercised before any peremptory
challenges may be exercised.

(d) All challenges to an individual juror, except a peremptory challenge,
shall be taken, first by the defendants, and then by the people or plaintiffs.

1985.3. (1) "Personal records" means the original, any copy of books,
documents, other writings, or electronic data pertaining to a consumer and
which are maintained by any "witness" which 1s a physician, dentist,
ophthalmologist, optometrist, chiropractor, physical therapist, acupuncturist,
podiatrist, veterinarian, veterinary hospital, veterinary clinic, pharmacist,
pharmacy, hospital, medical center, clinic, radiology or MRI center, clinical or
diagnostic laboratory, state or national bank, state or federal association (as
defined in Section 5102 of the Financial Code), state or federal credit union,
trust company, anyone authorized by this state to make or arrange loans that
are secured by real property, security brokerage firm, insurance company,
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title insurance company, underwritten title company, escrow agent licensed
pursuant to Division 6 (commencing with Section 17000) of the Financial
Code or exempt from licensure pursuant to Section 17006 of the Financial
Code, attorney, accountant, institution of the Farm Credit System, as
specified in Section 2002 of Title 12 of the United States Code, or telephone
corporation which is a public utility, as defined in Section 216 of the Public
Utilities Code, or psychotherapist, as defined in Section 1010 of the Evidence
Code, or a private or public preschool, elementary school, secondary school, or
postsecondary school as described in Section 76244 of the Education Code.
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Government Code

3060. An accusation in writing against any officer of a district, county, or city,
including any member of the governing board or personnel commission of a
school district or any humane officer, for willful or corrupt misconduct in
office, may be presented by the grand jury of the county for or in which the
officer accused is elected or appointed. An accusation may not be presented
without the concurrence of at least 12 grand jurors, or at least eight grand
jurors in a county in which the required number of members of the grand jury
is 11.

3061. The accusation shall state the offense charged in ordinary and concise
language, and without repetition.

3062. The accusation shall be delivered by the foreman of the grand jury to
the district attorney of the county, unless he is the officer accused.

3063. The district attorney shall have a copy of the accusation served upon
the defendant, and by notice in writing shall require the accused to appear
before the superior court of the county, at a time stated in the notice, and
answer the accusation. Appearance shall not be required in less than 10 days
from the service of the notice. After service, the original accusation shall be
filed with the clerk of the court.

3064. The defendant shall appear at the time stated in the notice and answer
the accusation, unless for some sufficient cause the court assigns another day
for that purpose. If he does not appear, the court may proceed to hear and
determine the accusation in his absence.

3065. The defendant may answer the accusation either by objecting to its
sufficiency or any article therein, or by denying the truth of the accusation.

3066. If he objects to the legal sufficiency of the accusation, the objection
shall be in writing. The objection need not be in any specific form. It is
sufficient if it presents intelligibly the grounds of the objection.

3067. If he denies the truth of the accusation, the denial may be oral and
without oath. The denial shall be entered upon the minutes.

3068. If an objection to the sufficiency of the accusation is not sustained, the
defendant shall answer thereto forthwith.

3069. If the defendant pleads guilty, or refuses to answer the accusation, the
court shall render judgment of conviction against him. If he denies the
matters charged, the court shall immediately, or at such time as it appoints,
try the accusation.

3070. The trial shall be by a jury, and conducted in all respects in the same
manner as the trial of an indictment.
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3071. The district attorney and the defendant are each entitled to such
process as is necessary to enforce the attendance of witnesses as upon a trial
of an indictment.

3072. Upon a conviction and at the time appointed by the court it shall
pronounce judgment that the defendant be removed from office. To warrant a
removal, the judgment shall be entered upon the minutes, and the causes of
removal shall be assigned therein. 3073. The same proceedings may be had
on like grounds for the removal of a district attorney, except that the
accusation shall be delivered by the foreman of the grand jury to the clerk,
and by him to a judge of the superior court of the county. The judge shall
appoint a person to act as prosecuting officer in the matter, or place the
accusation in the hands of the district attorney of an adjoining county, and
require him to conduct the proceedings.

3074. Any officer subject to removal pursuant to this article may be removed
from office for willful or corrupt misconduct in office occurring at any time
within the six years immediately preceding the presentation of an accusation
by the grand jury.

3075. In a proceeding under this article, appeal is to the court of appeal.

6506. The agency or entity provided by the agreement to administer or
execute the agreement may be one or more of the parties to the agreement or
a commission or board constituted pursuant to the agreement or a person,
firm or corporation, including a nonprofit corporation, designated in the
agreement. One or more of the parties may agree to provide all or a portion of
the services to the other parties in the manner provided in the agreement.
The parties may provide for the mutual exchange of services without
payment of any consideration other than such services.

23000. A county is the largest political division of the State having corporate
powers. 23001. The State i1s divided into counties, named, bounded, and
constituted as provided in this title.

23002. The several existing counties of the State and such other counties as
are hereafter organized are legal subdivisions of the State.

23003. A county is a body corporate and politic, has the powers specified in
this title and such others necessarily implied from those expressed.

23004. A county may:
(a) Sue and be sued.

(b) Purchase, receive by gift or bequest, and hold land within its limits, or
elsewhere when permitted by law.

(c) Make contracts and purchase and hold personal property necessary to
the exercise of its powers.
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(d) Manage, sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of its property as the interests
of its inhabitants require.

(e) Levy and collect taxes authorized by law.

23004.1. (a) Subject to the provisions of Section 23004.3, in any case in which
the county is authorized or required by law to furnish hospital, medical,
surgical, or dental care and treatment, including prostheses and medical
appliances, to a person who 1s injured or suffers a disease, under
circumstances creating a tort liability upon some third person to pay
damages therefor, the county shall have a right to recover from said third
person the reasonable value of the care and treatment so furnished or to be
furnished, or shall, as to this right, be subrogated to any right or claim that
the injured or diseased person, his guardian, personal representative, estate,
or survivors has against such third person to the extent of the reasonable
value of the care and treatment so furnished or to be furnished.

(b) The county may, to enforce such rights, institute and prosecute legal
proceedings against the third person who is liable for the injury or disease in
the appropriate court, either in its own name or in the name of the injured
person, his guardian, personal representative, estate, or survivors. Such
action shall be commenced within the period prescribed in Section 340 of the
Code of Civil Procedure. In the event that the injured person, his guardian,
personal representative, estate, survivors, or either of them brings an action
for damages against the third person who is liable for the injury or disease,
the county's right of action shall abate during the pendency of such action,
and continue as a first lien against any judgment recovered by the injured or
diseased person, his guardian, personal representative, estate, or survivors,
against the third person who is liable for the injury or disease, to the extent
of the reasonable value of the care and treatment so furnished or to be
furnished. When the third person who is liable is insured, the county shall
notify the third person's insurer, when known to the county, in writing of the
lien within 30 days following the filing of the action by the injured or
diseased person, his guardian, personal representative, estate, or survivors,
against the third person who is liable for the injury or disease; provided,
however, that failure to so notify the insurer shall not prejudice the claim or
cause of action of the injured or diseased person, his guardian, personal
representative, estate, or survivors, or the county.

23004.2. (a) The county may (1) compromise, or settle and execute a release
of, any claim which the county has by virtue of the rights established by
Section 23004.1; or (2) waive any such claim, in whole or in part, for the
convenience of the county, or if the governing body of the county determines
that collection would result in undue hardship upon the person who suffered
the injury or disease resulting in care or treatment described in Section
23004.1.
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(b) No action taken by the county in connection with the rights afforded
under Section 23004.1 or this section shall be a bar to any action upon the
claim or cause of action of the injured or diseased person, his guardian,
personal representative, estate, or survivors against the third person who is
liable for the injury or disease, or shall operate to deny to the injured person
the recovery for that portion of his damage not covered hereunder.

23004.3. Sections 23004.1 and 23004.2 shall become operative in a county
only if the board of supervisors of that county, by resolution, elects to be
governed by the provisions of such sections.

23004.4. A county may provide insurance coverage for persons operating
foster home facilities licensed pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with
Section 16000) of Part 4 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
against any third-party liability for injuries or damages resulting from the
acts or omissions of any child placed in such facility by the county.

23004.5. Health care facilities, including, but not limited to, hospitals and
clinics licensed under Division 2 (commencing with Section 1200) of the
Health and Safety Code, that are owned or operated by counties may
establish, maintain, and carry on their activities through one or more
corporations, joint ventures, or partnerships for the direct benefit of those
health care facilities and the health services that they provide. Nothing in
this section shall be construed to exempt facilities conducting their activities
in accordance with this section from the licensure requirements set forth in
Division 2 (commencing with Section 1200) of the Health and Safety Code,
when those requirements are applicable. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to eliminate the necessity of prior approval by the county's board of
supervisors, at a noticed public hearing, of any transfer of the assets of a
county health system and the consideration therefor.

23005. A county may exercise its powers only through the board of
supervisors or through agents and officers acting under authority of the
board or authority conferred by law.

23006. Any contract, authorization, allowance, payment, or liability to pay,
made or attempted to be made in violation of law, is void, and shall not be the
foundation or basis of a claim against the treasury of any county.

23007. Except as specified in this chapter, a county shall not, in any manner,
give or loan its credit to or in aid of any person or corporation. An
indebtedness or liability incurred contrary to this chapter is void.

23008. Whenever it is economical and satisfactory to do so, a county may
lease equipment, perform work, or furnish goods for any district or municipal
corporation within the county, if before the work is done or the goods are
ordered or furnished by the county, an amount equal to the cost, or an
amount 10 percent in excess of the estimated cost, 1s so reserved from the
funds of the district or municipal corporation to be charged that it may be
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transferred to the county, when the work is completed or the goods are
supplied.

23009. In such event, charges for work done or goods supplied may be made
by claims and warrants upon the district or municipal corporation or by
properly approved bill, in such form and manner as the auditor directs, from
the department, division, or account supplying the goods or service to the
district or municipal corporation supplied, and payment may be made by
transfer of funds upon the books of the auditor and treasurer, on order of the
board of supervisors, without the formality of claim and warrant.

23010. (a) Pursuant to a resolution adopted by its board of supervisors, a
county may lend any of its available funds to any community services district,
county waterworks district, mosquito abatement district, pest abatement
district, fire protection district, flood control and water conservation district,
recreation and park district, regional park district, regional park and open-
space district, regional open-space district, or public cemetery district located
wholly within the county, if its funds are or when available will be in the
custody of the county or any officer of the county, in order to enable the
district to perform its functions and meet its obligations. The loan shall not
exceed 85 percent of the district's anticipated revenue for the fiscal year in
which it is made or for the next ensuing fiscal year, and shall be repaid out of
that revenue prior to the payment of any other obligation of the district.

(b) Pursuant to a resolution adopted by its board of supervisors, a county
may loan any of its available funds to a special district, in order to enable the
district to perform its functions and meet its obligations. The loan shall not
exceed 85 percent of the special district's anticipated property tax revenue
projected to be generated for the fiscal year in which it is made or for the next
ensuing fiscal year within that portion of the district's territory which is
located within the county. The loan shall be repaid out of any available
revenue of the special district prior to the payment of any other obligation of
the district.

For purposes of this subdivision, "special district" means a special district, as
defined in Section 54775, which is located in more than one county.

(c) The board of supervisors may borrow funds from the county or from other
garbage disposal districts, not to exceed 85 percent of the district's
anticipated revenue for the fiscal year in which they are borrowed or for the
next ensuing fiscal year. In levying taxes or prescribing and collecting fees or
charges as authorized by this division, the board of supervisors may raise
sufficient revenues to repay the loans.

The board of supervisors may lend available district funds to another garbage
disposal district, subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this section.

Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the board of supervisors from
borrowing funds from banks or other financial institutions when the best
interests of the district are served thereby.
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(d) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, funds, when borrowed by a
garbage disposal district pursuant to subdivision (c), shall forthwith increase
the appropriations of the district for which they are needed. The governing
body of the entity from which the funds are borrowed may specify the date
and manner in which the funds shall be repaid. The loan shall not exceed 85
percent of the district's anticipated revenue for the fiscal year in which it is
made or for the next ensuing fiscal year, and shall be repaid out of that
revenue prior to the payment of any other obligation of the district.

(e) The district shall pay interest on all funds borrowed from the county at
the same rate that the county applies to funds of the district on deposit with
the county.

23010.1. Pursuant to a resolution adopted by its board of supervisors, a
county may lend any of its available funds to any fire protection district
located wholly within the county if the funds of the fire protection district are
or, when available, will be in the custody of the county treasurer, for the
acquisition of real or personal property and the construction of structures
needed for district purposes.

The board of supervisors in the resolution shall specify the date and manner
in which the funds shall be repaid. The resolution may require the repayment
of the loan in equal annual installments. The loan shall be repaid within the
time specified in the resolution which shall not in any event exceed 10 years.
23010.2. The board of supervisors may loan to any city within its limits which
has been incorporated for less than one year an amount not exceeding eighty-
five percent (85%) of the city's anticipated revenues for the fiscal year in
which such loan is made. Such loans shall be repaid within the fiscal year in
which made.

23010.3. Upon adoption of an authorizing resolution by the board of
supervisors, in connection with the construction of any sanitary sewer, storm
sewer, or drainage improvements, a county may expend any of its available
funds for any additional cost of construction of any conveyance works in
excess of the construction required for the current project, or for a portion of
the cost of conveyance works directly benefiting properties in an area outside
the area to be served by the current project, if the board of supervisors first
finds and declares in that resolution, that there is an area outside the area to
be served by the current project which may in the future utilize the
conveyance works; that additional construction of conveyance works for the
current project is necessary to serve the outside area in the future; and that
the board of supervisors will have the right in the future to use, or to permit
the use of, the conveyance works and the additional construction which will
benefit the outside area. In lieu of a county contribution of funds for
additional construction or for a portion of the cost of the conveyance works
where an outside area is directly benefited, the board of supervisors may
agree to reimburse, from future connection fees, any entity or person
described in subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive.
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The provisions of this section shall be applicable in cases in which
improvements are to be constructed by any of the following:

(a) A county pursuant to the "The Improvement Act of 1911," Division 7
(commencing with Section 5000) of the Streets and Highways Code.

(b) A county pursuant to the "Municipal Improvement Act of 1913," Division
12 (commencing with Section 10000) of the Streets and Highways Code.

(c) A county in any other manner.

(d) Any district which is governed by the board of supervisors of the county
in which the work is to be performed.

(e) Any district, not governed by the board of supervisors of the county in
which the work is to be performed, with which the board of supervisors has
contracted so as to assure the right of the county to use the conveyance works
and the additional construction, for the future benefit of the outside area.

(f) Any incorporated city with which the board of supervisors has contracted
so as to assure the right of the county to use the conveyance works and the
additional construction, for the future benefit of the outside area.

(g) Any person, if the works when completed are to be dedicated or conveyed
to the county or to a district governed by the board of supervisors of the
county in which the work is to be performed.

The board of supervisors may impose a connection fee upon any person or
district in the outside area to be paid to the county as a condition to
connecting to any conveyance works which have been augmented by
additional construction, or which have been found by the board of supervisors
to directly benefit the outside area, pursuant to this section. The connection
fee shall be a prorated share of the total cost of the additional construction, or
of the portion of the costs of the conveyance works where an outside area is
directly benefited. The fee may include a reasonable amount for
administrative costs associated with the collection of the fee and to provide
reimbursement to an entity or person described in subdivisions (a) to (g),
inclusive. In computing the total cost of the additional construction, or of the
portion of the costs of the conveyance works where an outside area is directly
benefited, the board of supervisors shall include an amount attributable to
interest from the date of completion of the construction to the date of
connection and, in the event the board of supervisors agrees to reimburse,
from future connection fees, any entity or person described in subdivisions (a)
to (g), inclusive, all accrued interest shall be payable to that entity or person.

This section shall not decrease or limit any other power vested in counties or
boards of supervisors.

23010.4. Upon receipt of an application from the governing body of any school
district maintaining a school within a county, requesting to borrow funds
from the county for the purpose of removing or replacing asbestos-derived
materials used in constructing, insulating, or furnishing one or more of those
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schools, and declaring the existence of such asbestos-derived material to be
potentially detrimental to the health of pupils, teachers, and others using the
school, the county board of supervisors may loan, and the school district may
borrow, the requested county funds upon such terms and conditions as are
mutually agreed upon by the respective governing bodies, provided that the
loan shall be repaid only from the school district's deferred maintenance fund
established pursuant to Section 39618 of the Education Code.

23011. The name of a county designated in this chapter is its corporate name,
and it shall be designated thereby in any action or proceeding touching its
corporate rights, property, and duties

23012. The names of the counties of the State are:

Alameda Marin San Luis Obispo
Alpine Mariposa San Mateo
Amador Mendocino Santa Barbara
Butte Merced Santa Clara
Calaveras Modoc Santa Cruz
Colusa Mono Shasta

Contra Costa Monterey Sierra

Del Norte Napa Siskiyou

El Dorado Nevada Solano

Fresno Orange Sonoma

Glenn Placer Stanislaus
Humboldt Plumas Sutter
Imperial Riverside Tehama

Inyo Sacramento Trinity

Kern San Benito Tulare

Kings San Bernardino Tuolumne
Lake San Diego Ventura
Lassen San Francisco Yolo

Los Angeles San Joaquin Yuba

Madera

23013. The board of supervisors of any county may, by resolution, establish a
department of corrections, to be headed by an officer appointed by the board,
which shall have jurisdiction over all county functions, personnel, and
facilities, or so many as the board names in its resolution, relating to
institutional punishment, care, treatment, and rehabilitation of prisoners,
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including, but not limited to, the county jail and industrial farms and road
camps, their functions and personnel.

The boards of supervisors of two or more counties may, by agreement and the
enactment of ordinances in conformity thereto, establish a joint department
of corrections to serve all the counties included in the agreement, to be
headed by an officer appointed by the boards jointly.

23014. Pursuant to a resolution adopted by its board of supervisors by a four-
fifths vote of all of the members of the board of supervisors, a county may
appropriate any of its available moneys to a revolving fund not to exceed five
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) to be used by any county sanitation
district, county flood control district, or county maintenance district, located
wholly within the county for the acquisition of real or personal property,
environmental impact studies, fiscal analysis, engineering services, or the
construction of structures or improvements needed in whole or in part for
district purposes. The revolving fund shall be reimbursed from service fees,
connection charges, tax revenues or other moneys available to the district,
and no sums shall be disbursed from the fund until an agreement with a term
not exceeding 10 years has been made between the board of supervisors and
the governing board of the district encompassing the method by, and the time
within, which the district is to reimburse the fund. Reimbursement of the
fund from tax revenue shall not exceed in any one fiscal year an amount
equal to one cent ($0.01) on the tax rate or twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000), whichever is less. The district shall reimburse the fund for any
amount disbursed to the district within 10 years after disbursement, together
with interest at the current rate per annum received on similar types of
investments by the county as determined by the county treasurer.

23015. A county may conduct or participate in programs for the training,
education or rehabilitation of wards or offenders, including, but not limited
to, programs in which state or federal funds are granted or reimbursable. In
connection therewith, a county may contract with federal, state or local public
agencies, private persons, corporations and other business entities, and may
make such expenditures of county funds as may be required for the conduct
of, or participation in, such programs.

23025. A county, whether general law or chartered, which provides any
emergency services, shall provide deaf teletype equipment at a central
location within the county to relay requests for such emergency services.

23026. In any county which has established a county employees' retirement
system pursuant to the County Employees Retirement Law of 1937 (Chapter
3 (commencing with Section 31450) of Part 3 of Division 4), the board of
supervisors shall make public, at a regularly scheduled meeting of the board,
all salary and benefit increases that affect either or both represented
employees and nonrepresented employees. Notice of any salary or benefit
increase shall be included on the agenda for the meeting as an item of

Revised October 2004 28



business in compliance with the requirements of Section 54954.2. Notice shall
occur prior to the adoption of the salary or benefit increase, and shall include
an explanation of the financial impact that the proposed benefit change or
salary increase will have on the funding status of the county employees'
retirement system.

The board of retirement, or board of investments in a county in which a board
of Investments has been established pursuant to Section 31520.2, is
authorized, consistent with its fiduciary duties, to have an enrolled actuary
prepare an estimate of the actuarial impact of the salary or benefit increase.
The actuarial data shall be reported to the board of supervisors.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or lessen the requirement
imposed by Section 7507 that the costs associated with increases in public
retirement plan benefits be determined by an enrolled actuary and publicly
disclosed two weeks prior to an adoption of the increase in public retirement
plan benefits.

23027. The board of supervisors of any county may impose a special tax
pursuant to Article 3.5 (commencing with Section 50075) of Chapter 1 of Part
1 of Division 1 of Title 5 and any other procedures as may be applicable. The
special taxes shall be applied uniformly to all taxpayers or all real property
within the county, or any involved portion thereof, except that unimproved
property may be taxed at a lower rate than improved property.

24000. The officers of a county are:
(a) A district attorney.
(b) A sheriff.
(c) A county clerk.
(d) A controller.
(e) An auditor, who shall be ex officio controller.
(f) A treasurer.
(2) A recorder.
(h) A license collector.
(1) A tax collector, who shall be ex officio license collector.
(j) An assessor.
(k) A superintendent of schools.
(1) A public administrator.
(m) A coroner.
(n) A surveyor.
(0) Members of the board of supervisors.
(p) A county veterinarian.
(q) A fish and game warden.
(r) A county librarian.
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(s) A county health officer.

(t) An administrative officer.

(u) A director of finance.

(v) A road commaissioner.

(w) A public guardian.

(x) Such other officers as are provided by law.

24054. Any officer authorizing, aiding to authorize, auditing, allowing, or
paying any claim or demand upon or against the treasury of any county, or
any fund thereof, in violation of law or of the constitution is liable personally
and upon his official bond to the person damaged by such illegal action, to the
extent of his loss by reason of the nonpayment of his claim.

25250. At least biennially the board of supervisors shall examine and audit,
or cause to be audited, the financial accounts and records of all officers
having responsibility for the care, management, collection, or disbursement of
money belonging to the county or money received or disbursed by them under
authority of law. The audit shall encompass the immediately preceding two-
year period, or any portion thereof not included in a prior audit. This
financial examination or audit may be performed in coordination with the
investigations conducted by the grand jury under Section 925 of the Penal
Code, or the board of supervisors may resolve to accept reports delivered
pursuant to Section 933 of the Penal Code in lieu of its own separate
examination if such reports are found to fulfill some or all of the
requirements of this section.

In connection with the requirements of this section and Section 25253, the
board of supervisors may employ the services of an independent certified
public accountant or licensed public accountant to perform an examination of
the financial statements in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards.

25253. Annually the board shall cause to be prepared and published a
statistical report showing in compendious form all the financial transactions
of the county for the last fiscal year, exhibiting separately the receipts and
expenditures by or on account of all courts and each office, board,
commission, institution, and departments, and classifying the principal items
of income and expenditure so as to show the financial transactions and the
financial condition of the county.

26525. If the board of supervisors without authority of law orders any
amount paid as salary, fees, or for any other purposes and the money is
actually paid, or if any county officer draws any warrant in his own favor or
in favor of any other person without authorization by the board or law and
the warrant is paid, the district attorney shall institute suit in the name of
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the county to recover the money paid, and 20 percent damages for the use
thereof. If the money has not been paid on the order or warrants, the district
attorney upon receiving notice thereof shall commence suit in the name of the
county to restrain the payment. An order of the board is not necessary in
order to maintain the suits.

69947. Except in counties where a statute provides otherwise, the official
reporter shall receive for his services the fees prescribed in this article.

69954. (a) Transcripts prepared by a reporter using computer assistance and
delivered on a medium other than paper shall be compensated at the same
rate set for paper transcripts, except the reporter may also charge an
additional fee not to exceed the cost of the medium or any copies thereof.

(b) The fee for a second copy of a transcript on appeal in computer-readable
format ordered by or on behalf of a requesting party within 120 days of the
filing or delivery of the original transcript shall be compensated at one-third
the rate set forth for a second copy of a transcript as provided in Section
69950. A reporter may also charge an additional fee not to exceed the cost of
the medium or any copies thereof.

(c) The fee for a computer-readable transcript shall be paid by the requesting
court, party, or person, unless the computer-readable transcript is requested
by a party in lieu of a paper transcript required to be delivered to that party
by the rules of court. In that event, the fee shall be chargeable as statute or
rule provides for the paper transcript.

(d) Any court, party, or person who has purchased a transcript may, without
paying a further fee to the reporter, reproduce a copy or portion thereof as an
exhibit pursuant to court order or rule, or for internal use, but shall not
otherwise provide or sell a copy or copies to any other party or person.
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Welfare and Institutions Code

17006. (a) The board of supervisors of every county as a board, or by
committee or by any person or society as it may authorize, shall investigate
every application for relief from the funds of the county, shall supervise by
periodic visitation every person receiving that relief, shall devise ways and
means for bringing persons unable to maintain themselves to self-support,
and shall keep full and complete records of the investigation, supervision,
relief, and rehabilitation as shall be prescribed by the department. These
records shall be confidential and shall not be open to examination or
inspection, except by the grand jury of the county or by a board or an officer
of the state or the county charged with the supervision or direction of that
relief or with the control or expenditure of funds applicable to that relief. Any
citizen shall be entitled to demand and receive from the board, officer,
committee, person, or society having custody of these records a statement of
the amount, character, and value of the relief received by any person.

(b) (1) This section shall not be construed to prohibit an employee of a
county welfare department from disclosing confidential information
concerning a public social services applicant or recipient to a state or local
law enforcement agency investigating or gathering information regarding a
criminal act committed in a welfare department office, a criminal act against
any county or state welfare worker, or any criminal act witnessed by any
county or state welfare worker while involved in the administration of public
social services at any location. Further, this section shall not be construed to
prohibit an employee of a county welfare department from disclosing
confidential information concerning a public social services applicant or
recipient to a state or local law enforcement agency investigating or
gathering information regarding a criminal act intentionally committed by an
applicant or recipient against any off-duty county or state welfare worker in
retaliation for an act performed in the course of the welfare worker's duty
when the person committing the offense knows or reasonably should know
that the victim is a state or county welfare worker.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, "criminal act" means only an act that
1s in violation of state or local law.

(3) Disclosure of confidential information pursuant to this subdivision shall
be limited to the applicant's name, physical description, and address.
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