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Planning –Ukiah 
Department of Transportation 
Environmental Health - FB 
Building Inspection - FB 
Assessor 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 
State Clearinghouse 
Caltrans 
Department of Forestry/ CalFire 
Coastal Commission 

Sherwood Valley Rancheria  
Redwood Valley Rancheria 
Cloverdale Rancheria 
Albion-Little River Fire District 
Department of Fish & Wildlife 

 
CASE#:  CDP_2017-0042 
DATE FILED:  10/18/2017 
OWNER/APPLICANT:  MORSE KIRT & CORALIE  
REQUEST:  A Coastal Development Permit request to remove an existing 288 sq. ft. mobile home; install a 385 
sq. ft. manufactured home; construct a 220 sq. ft. deck; and install a replacement leech field, well, and 125 amp 
panel for the existing pump house. 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:  Categorically Exempt Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) and Section 
15303 (New Construction) 
LOCATION:  The site is in the Coastal Zone 1.4 miles northeast of the Albion town center, 1.2 miles northeast of 
Albion Ridge Rd., 0.2 miles north of the intersection of Albion Ridge Rd. and Road D, located at 3550 Albion 
Ridge Rd., Albion (APN: 123-060-19). 
STAFF PLANNER:  Juliana Cherry 
RESPONSE DUE DATE:   March 16, 2018 
 

PROJECT INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT: 
www.mendocinocounty.org  

Select “Government” from the drop-down; then locate Planning and Building Services/Public Agency Referrals. 
 
Mendocino County Planning & Building Services is soliciting your input, which will be used in staff analysis and 
forwarded to the appropriate public hearing.  You are invited to comment on any aspect of the proposed 
project(s).  Please convey any requirements or conditions your agency requires for project compliance to the 
project coordinator at the above address, or submit your comments by email to pbs@mendocinocounty.org.  
Please note the case number and name of the project coordinator with all correspondence to this department.   
 
 
We have reviewed the above application and recommend the following (please check one): 
 

 No comment at this time. 
 

 Recommend conditional approval (attached). 
 

 Applicant to submit additional information (attach items needed, or contact the applicant directly, copying Planning and Building 
Services in any correspondence you may have with the applicant) 

 
 Recommend denial (Attach reasons for recommending denial). 

 
 Recommend preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (attach reasons why an EIR should be required). 

 
 Other comments (attach as necessary). 

 
 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:  
 
 
Signature   Department   Date   

 
COUNTY OF MENDOCINO 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES  
860 NORTH BUSH STREET  UKIAH  CALIFORNIA  95482 
120 WEST FIR STREET  FT. BRAGG  CALIFORNIA  95437 

IGNACIO GONZALEZ, INTERIM DIRECTOR 
TELEPHONE: 707-234-6650 

FAX: 707-463-5709 
FB PHONE: 707-964-5379 

FB FAX: 707-961-2427 
pbs@mendocinocounty.org 

www.mendocinocounty.org/pbs 
 

 
 

http://www.mendocinocounty.org/
mailto:pbs@mendocinocounty.org


REPORT FOR: STANDARD COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT         CASE #:  CDP_2017-
0042 
 
OWNER:  CORALIE AND KIRT MORSE 
  
APPLICANT/AGENT: CORALIE AND KIRT MORSE 
 
REQUEST: A Coastal Development Permit request to remove an existing 288-square-foot mobile home; install 

a 385-square-foot manufactured home; construct a 220-square-foot deck; and install a replacement 
leech field, well, and 125 amp panel for the existing pump house. 

 
LOCATION: The site is 1.4± miles northeast of the Albion town center, 1.2± miles northeast of Albion Ridge 

Road, 0.2± miles north of the intersection of Albion Ridge Road and Road D located at 3550 Albion 
Ridge D Road, Albion (APN: 123-060-19). 

 
ACREAGE:   30,000 square feet or 0.69 acres 
 
GENERAL PLAN:   Rural Residential Planned Unit Development (RR5PD[R]) 
 
ZONING:   Rural Residential (RR5) COASTAL ZONE: Yes. Appeal Jurisdiction. 
 
EXISTING USES:   Residential SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT:   5 
 
TOWNSHIP:    16N RANGE:    17W SECTION:    21 USGS QUAD#:    55 
 
RELATED CASES ON SITE:  On-site: BV_2017-0076 (remove old trailer/replace w/new manudactured home 
w/deck), BF_2017-0169 (replace and relocate 125 amp panel to pump storage building), BF_2003-0851 (replace 100 
amp with 200 amp), IC_2017-0121 (placed motor home w/out permit, no septic on file per EH) 
 
RELATED CASES IN VICINITY:  989-1093 (temp. electric), CDP 89-98 (SFR/guest cottage/temp. M.H.), 1332 
(septic replace), 999-388 (SFR) (parcel bordering to the north and west); CDP 76-02 (major  veg. removal), CDB 55-
2001 (parcel to south); CE 50-98, CE 22-98 (test well), ST 22512 (septic), BF 2001-0326 (SFR/garage), BF 2001-0327 
(storage) (parcel to east) 
 
 
 ADJACENT 

GENERAL PLAN 
ADJACENT 

ZONING 
ADJACENT 
LOT SIZES 

ADJACENT 
USES 

NORTH:  RR5:PD  RR5:PD  58.7 acres  Residential 
EAST:  RR5:PD  RR5:PD  1 acre  Residential 
SOUTH:  RR5:PD  RR5:PD  2 acres  Residential 
WEST:  RR5:PD  RR5:PD  58.7 acres  Residential 
 
REFERRAL AGENCIES: 

Planning (Ukiah)  Trails Advisory Council  CHP 
Department of Transportation  Native Plant Society  MTA 
Environmental Health (FB)  State Clearinghouse  County Addresser 
Building Inspection (FB)  Caltrans  LAFCO 
Emergency Services  CalFire Gualala MAC 
Assessor  Department of Fish & Game Laytonville MAC 
Farm Advisor  Coastal Commission  Westport MAC 
Agriculture Commissioner  RWQCB  Sierra Club 
Forestry Advisor  Division of Mines & Geology Sherwood Valley Rancheria 
Air Quality Management District  Department of Health Services Redwood Valley Rancheria 
ALUC   Department of Parks & Recreation Cloverdale Rancheria 
County Water Agency  Department of Conservation Albion-Little River Fire District 
Archaeological Commission  Soil Conservation Service       Community Svcs 
Sonoma State University  Army Corps of Engineers        City Planning 
 US Fish & Wildlife Service    
 Russian River Flood Control/Water Conservation Improvement District   

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: CalFire has received and reviewed applicant’s State Fire Regulation Application 
Form. Conditions of approval were attached and include maintaining 100 feet of defensible space, abiding by tree 
removal requirements, and meeting address and driveway standards set forth by CalFire. 
 
APN 123-060-19 is mapped within the California Coastal Commission Appeal Jurisdiction. 
 
 
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL #:  123-060-19-00 
 
PROJECT COORDINATOR:   JULIANA CHERRY    PREPARED BY:   J CHERRY    DATE:    03/02/2018 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 
(To be completed by Planner) 

 
COUNTY WIDE 

Yes No  
NO 1. Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone – Geotechnical Report  #GS________  

              
NO 2. Floodplain/Floodway Map –Flood Hazard Development Permit #FP_______  

              
NO / NO 3. Within/Adjacent to Agriculture Preserve / Timberland Production  

              
NO 4. Within/Near Hazardous Waste Site  

              
YES 5. Natural Diversity Data Base  

        great burnet, Oregon goldthread, and Townsend's big-eared bat 
NO 6. Airport CLUP Planning Area – ALUC#________  

              
  7. Adjacent to State Forest/Park/Recreation Area. 

              
  8. Adjacent to Equestrian/Hiking Trail. 

              
  9. Hazard/Landslides Map     

              
  10. Require Water Efficient Landscape Plan. 

              
  11. Biological Resources/Natural Area Map. 

         
  12. Fire Hazard Severity Classification:   LRA: Albion-Little River Fire Protection  

       District         SRA-CDF# 245-17 
        High Fire Hazard 

  13. Soil Type(s)/Pygmy Soils. 
        214: Tropaquepts 

  14. Wild and Scenic River. 
              

  15. Specific Plan Area. 
              

  16.  State Permitting Required/State Clearinghouse Review 
        Coastal Commission. CDFW. Caltrans. CalFire. 
 
              
 
 
 
 

  17.  Oak Woodland Area 
              

COASTAL ZONE 
Yes No  

No 16. Exclusion Map.  
         

Critical 17. Coastal Groundwater Study Zone.  
 

NO 18. Highly Scenic Area/Special Communities.   
              
                19. Land Capabilities/Natural Hazards Map. 
        Timberland High Productivity 

  20. Habitats/ESHA/Resources Map. 
        Riparian vegetation on northwest corner of the parcel 

  21. Appealable Area/Original Jurisdiction Map. 
        Mapped Appeal Jurisdiction 
                22. Blayney-Dyett Map. 
       Map 18: Albion 

  23. Ocean Front Parcel (Blufftop Geology). 
              

  24. Adjacent to beach/tidelands/submerged land/Public Trust Land. 
              

  25. Noyo Harbor/Albion Harbor. 
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P.O. Box 435 Calpella CA 95418 
voice 707.485.7211 www.ncrm.com 707.485.8962 fax 

January 30, 2018 
 
Kirt Morse 
P.O. Box 154 
Philo, CA 
 
Re: CDP 2017‐0042 Biological site review at 3550 Albion Ridge Road D 
 
Mr. Morse, 
 
After a desktop and field review of your parcel, located at 3550 Albion Ridge Road D, I did not 
find a justification for moving your mobile home location and orientation back to its original 
foot print, nor do I find a need for additional biological surveys.  
 
The Project consist of the replacement and realignment of a small mobile home at 3550 Albion 
Ridge Road D, APN 123‐061‐19.  The Morse parcel is approximately 0.82 acre, located in Section 
21, T16N, R17W, MDB&M.  The parcel is within the Albion 7.5’ USGS quadrangle and within the 
California Coastal Zone, located south of the Albion River on a fairly level coastal terrace with a 
small intermittent drainage along the north side of the parcel (see attached map). 
 
The vegetation community at the site is redwood forest and correlates to a Sequoia 
sempervirens Forest Alliance (Sawyer et. al 2009). The overstory is dominated by redwood 
(Sequoia sempervirens), Douglas‐fir (Psuedotsuga menziesii), and Grand fir (Abies grandis). Mid‐
story dominates include huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum and V. parvifolium), rhododendron 
(Rhododendron macrophyllum), and California wax myrtle (Morella californica).  Understory 
dominates are sword fern (Polystichum californica), yerba santa (Whipplea modesta), woodland 
madia (Anisocarpus madiodies), and vanilla grass (Anthoxanthum occidentale). 
 
A riparian habitat is located at the northern edge of the parcel, formed by a neighbor’s road 
crossing creating an impoundment of a small stream and a small pond feature. Hydrophytic 
vegetation is limited to the pond’s margin approximately 130 feet slope‐distance from the 
closest corner of the mobile home structure. 
 
The small parcel is nearly level on the south side where the parcel is accesses, the former 
mobile home was located and where the mobile home is currently situated. Then the parcel 
gradually slopes down to the pond to the north.  A small expansion to the forest clearing was 
conducted several years ago, under a Cal Fire permit, expanding the clearing within the nearly 
level portion of the parcel.  The re‐orientation of the mobile home still provides for an 
adequate or equal protection to the riparian habitat >100 feet away at the parcels edge.  No 
signs of listed plants or communities were observed during my January 17, 2018 site visit. 
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A desktop review of California Natural Diversity Database reported multiple sensitive species 
near the site. The following is a list of species reported near the site that could potentially 
occur: 

Common Name  Scientific Name  Project Impacts 

ANIMAL 

Sonoma tree vole  Arborimus pomo  Yes, no signs of tree voles were 
observed 

Townsend's big‐eared bat  Corynorhinus townsendii  No sheltering or rearing structures 
were observed 

red‐bellied newt  Taricha rivularis  Habitat is present for this 
migratory amphibian 

PLANT 

California sedge  Carex californica  No vegetative indicators of this 
perennial herb were observed. 

Oregon goldthread  Coptis laciniata  No vegetative indicators of this 
perennial were observed. 

swamp harebell  Campanula californica  No vegetative indicators of this 
perennial herb were observed. 

pygmy cypress  Hesperocyparis pygmaea  Observed >200 ft. from the Morse 
parcel. 

Bolander's beach pine  Pinus contorta ssp. 
bolanderi 

Observed >200 ft. from the Morse 
parcel. 

great burnet  Sanguisorba officinalis  No vegetative indicators of this 
perennial were observed. 

PLANT COMMUNITY 

Grand Fir Forest  Grand Fir Forest  The site is a redwood forest. This 
community was not observed 
during the site visit. 

Mendocino Pygmy Cypress 
Forest 

Mendocino Pygmy Cypress 
Forest 

This community was observed and 
is located several hundred feet 
east and north of the parcel. 

Sphagnum Bog  Sphagnum Bog  This community is found east of 
the parcel within the wetlands 
associated with the pygmy forests.  
Sphagnum bog was not observed 
at the parcels. 
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No mitigations for biological resources are proposed and no further biological studies are 
recommended. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
Thank you,  
 

 
 
Estelle P. Clifton, Senior Botanist 

B.S. Forestry (Production Management), Humboldt State University, Arcata, Ca. 2005 and B.A. 

Culture Ecology and Sustainable Community, New College of California, San Francisco, Ca. 2001.  

Coursework included completion of a plant taxonomy course.  She has over thirteen years of 

professional experience in the study of flora and habitat types of the Pacific Northwest. Ms. 

Clifton provides Botanical Assessments, for large and small projects, requiring CEQA 

compliance. She conducts Special Status Plant Species Surveys; classifies watercourses, riparian 

vegetation, maps vegetative communities, and utilizes GIS and GPS applications.  She also has 

experience with wetland delineations, as per the Army Corps of Engineers Technical Report (#Y‐

87‐1) and the California Coastal Act guidelines.   
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