
 
 MENDOCINO HISTORICAL REVIEW BOARD MHRB_2018-0004 

 STAFF REPORT MARCH 5, 2018 
 

  
OWNER: MENDOCINO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION 
 340 LAKE MENDOCINO DRIVE 
 UKIAH, CA 95482 
 
APPLICANT/AGENT: MENDOCINO CITY COMMUNITY SERVICES 

DISTRICT 
 PO BOX 1029 
 MENDOCINO, CA 95460 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: A Mendocino Historical Review Board permit request to 

replace streetlights within the District by installing 51 
replacement streetlamps and fixtures distributed 
throughout the Historic Preservation District and 
replacing 36 light standards at existing locations 
distributed throughout Historic Zone A. 

 
STREET ADDRESS: 10500 Kelly St., Mendocino (APN: 119-211-06) 
 
PARCEL SIZE: Not Applicable - Right of Way 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: A Class 1 Categorical Exemption from California 

Environmental Quality Act, pursuant to Section 15301(f), 
for existing facilities, including additions to safety or 
health protection devices for use in conjunction with 
existing structures, facilities or mechanical equipment. 

 
HISTORIC STRUCTURES: Project distributed throughout the Mendocino Historical 

Preservation District 
 
 
PAST MHRB PERMITS: None. 
 
MENDOCINO TOWN PLAN DESIGN GUIDELINES GOALS AND POLICIES:  
 
“DG-5 Exterior lighting in permitted new development shall be required to (a) be compatible with the 

historical character of the Town, and (b) avoid light intrusion on adjoining properties, Mendocino 
Headlands State Park, and natural areas. 

 
Action DG-5.1 The Mendocino Historic Review Board Design Guidelines shall incorporate exterior 

lighting guidelines that address the location, shielding, materials, and light source in all permitted 
new development. 

 
Action DG-5.2 Lighting design guidelines should encourage warmer incandescent-like lighting as more 

consistent with historical design rather than bright white halogen, fluorescent, or high-intensity 
discharge lighting. 

 
Action DG-5.3 The County should coordinate with the International Dark Sky Association to certify the 

Town as a “Dark Sky Community” (Coastal Element Chapter 4.13, 2017).” 
 
HISTORIC ORDINANCE STANDARDS: The Mendocino Historical Preservation District Ordinance 
provides standards for the MHRB to consider when reviewing an application, including MTZC Section 
20.760.030(G) which states that any outdoor lighting in Historical Zone A requires Review Board 
approval. MTZC Section 20.760.030(I) states that any construction of public utility poles and street lights 
requires Review Board approval. MTZC Sections 20.760.050(7) Utility poles and street lighting states, 
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“Street lighting shall be limited to only that necessary for safety to light streets and pedestrian walkways 
(Mendocino Town Zoning Code, 2017).” 
 
Relative to this application, the following issues are raised and should be addressed: 
 
 Building Size, Height, Proportions and Form   Roof Shape 
 Relationship of Building Masses and Open Spaces   Color(s) 
 Relationship to Surrounding Structures   Sign Size 
 Materials and Textures   Number of Signs 
 Architectural Details and Style   Placement/Location 
 Facade Treatment   Lighting 
 Proportions of Windows and Doors   Paving/Grading 
 Landscaping    
 
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF MHRB GUIDELINES:  Page 10 “VIII. Non-Structural Guidelines Signs and 
Lighting #1.” 
 
STAFF NOTES: For clarification, streetlights include lamp0073, fixtures, and standards. “Lamps” are light 
bulbs; lamps are attached to “fixtures”; and light “standards” are poles. Skirts and lamps may limit light 
glare by shielding the light or directing the light to illuminate a specific area. Filters may alter the 
appearance of the lamp color. The applicant has provided a 14 page memo dated February 6, 2018 
which includes eleven figures and a table listing the location of each streetlight. The memo details the 
project description, including location of lamps, fixtures, and standards, and proposed replacement 
specifications.  
 
In Historic Zone B, there are 15 HPS streetlights mounted on PG&E poles with overhead wires. The 
applicant requests an MHRB Permit to replace these 15 lamps with fixtures with 36 Cree LED luminaires 
(see figure 3) attached to the PG&E poles. A Cree LED luminaire is installed near the intersection of 
Gurley Lane and Little Lake Road to provide a sample of the proposed replacement. 
 
In Historic Zone A, there are 36 lamps with fixtures attached to wooden center borehole wooden poles 
(standards). The applicant requests an MHRB Permit to replace these 36 lamps, fixtures, and standards 
with new Holophane LED lamps with sag glass and a 4-inch skirt (see figure 6).The center borehole 
wooden poles would be replaced with Holophane poles (standards) between 16-feet and 20-feet in 
height. They are cast iron or steel standards finished with a black color. 
 
Conditions 7-9 are recommended to support General Plan goals and actions, and to comply with zoning 
code requirements. 
 
REQUIRED FINDINGS: The Historical Review Board shall not approve or conditionally approve any 
application for proposed work unless it affirmatively makes the following findings: 
 
(a) The exterior appearance and design of the proposed work is in harmony with the exterior appearance 

and design of the existing structures within the District and with that of existing subject structure. The 
proposed 1,000 square foot building with louvered vents, doors, and lighting are similar to the exterior 
appearance of other buildings on site. 

 
 (b) The appearance of the proposed work will not detract from the appearance of other property within 

the District. The proposed building alterations are rarely visible from other properties within the 
District and maintain design characteristics previously considered by MHRB and found to not detract 
from other properties. 

 
(c) Where the proposed work consists of alteration or demolition of an existing structure, that such work 

will not unnecessarily damage or destroy a structure of historical, architectural or cultural significance. 
The proposed work includes alteration of an existing structure, which has no record of historic 
significance. 
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STANDARD CONDITIONS: 
 
1. This action shall become final and effective on the 11th day following the decision unless an appeal is 

filed pursuant to Section 20.760.072 of the Mendocino County Code.  The permit shall expire and 
become null and void at the expiration of two years after the effective date except where construction, 
and or use of the property in reliance on such permit, has been completed prior to its expiration. If 
amendments to CDU 1991-35 are approved within two years of the effective date of MHRB Permit 
2018-0002, then this permit’s expiration date is extended to coincide with the expiration date of the 
amendment to CDU 1991-35. 

 
2. The application along with supplemental exhibits and related material shall be considered elements of 

this permit, and compliance therewith is mandatory. 
 
3. This permit shall be subject to the securing of all necessary permits for the proposed development 

from County, State and Federal agencies having jurisdiction.  The applicant shall secure all required 
building permits for the proposed project as required by the Building Inspection Division. 

 
4. This permit shall be subject to revocation or modification upon a finding of any one (1) or more of the 

following:  
 

a. That such permit was obtained or extended by fraud. 
b. That one or more of the conditions upon which such permit was granted have been violated. 
c. A final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction has declared one (1) or more conditions to be 

void or ineffective, or has enjoined or otherwise prohibited the enforcement or operation of one 
(1) or more such conditions. 

 
5.  To establish that site-work satisfies the requirements of MHRB Permit 2018-0004 and the Review 

Board’s action, the property owner shall request a Planning and Building Services Final Inspection 
prior to the expiration of this permit. Prior to this MHRB Permit’s expiration (if no Building Permit is 
obtained) and at the request of the property owner, the applicant, or PG&E, PBS will furnish, following 
a site inspection of completed work, a functionally equivalent document demonstrating that the 
requirements of MHRB Permit 2018-0004 have been satisfied. 

 
6. Any Building Permit request shall include MHRB Permit 2018-0004 (attached to or printed on the 

plans submitted). 
 
7. Illumination shall be reflected downward and positioned in a manner that does not allow light glare or 

reflection onto adjacent properties.  
 
8. Street lighting shall be limited to only that necessary for safety to light streets and pedestrian 

walkways. 
 
9. Lamp illumination shall be warmer incandescent-like lighting, which is consistent with historical design 

guideline Actions DG-5.2 and DG-5.3. Bright white halogen, fluorescent, or high-intensity discharge 
lighting is prohibited. To satisfy DG-5.2, lamp filters may be applied to lamps. 

 
 
The Review Board’s action and this permit will not be final and effective and work may not commence on 
the project until after a ten day appeal period has ended.  You will be notified if a timely appeal is filed. 
 
Appeal Fee: $1, 616.00 (Check payable to County of Mendocino) 
Appeal Period: Appeals must be received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors within 10 days of 

Review Board action. 
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