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"Chapter 1 _

‘The introduction to the work,
of fare to the feast.

An author sught to consider himself,

not as a gentleman who gives a pri

or bill

vate or

eleemussymary treat, but rather as«
keeps a public ordinary, at wh
persons are welcome for their md
the former case, it is well known
entertainer provides what fare he
and though this dvould be very ind
and utterly disagrecable to the tasy
company, they must not find an
nay, on the contrary, good breeding
them outwardly to approve
commend whatever is set befor
Now the contrary of this happend
master of an ordinary. Men whe
what they eat will insist on gratifyif
palates, however nice and whimsic
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hope my reader will be convinced, at his
wvery entrance on this work, that he will
find in the whole course of it nothing
prejudicial to the cause of religion and
virtue, nothing inconsistent with the
strictest rules of decency, nor which can
offend even the chastest eye in the perusal.
On the contrary, | declare, that to
recommend goodness and innocence
hath been my sincere endeavour in this
history. ‘This honest purpose you have
been pleased to think I h d: and

to say thetruth, it s likeliest to be attained
in books of this kind; for an example is 2
kind of picture, in which virtue becomes,
as it were, an object of sight, and strikes
us with an idea of that loveliness, which
Plato asserts there is in her naked charms.

Besides displaying that beauty of virtue
which may attract the admiration of
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