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	 	 	 December	1,	2017	
Julia	Acker,	Senior	Planner	
Mendocino	County	Planning	&	Building	Services	
860	N.	Bush	Street	
Ukiah,	CA	95482	
[Via	email	and	hand-delivered]		 	 	 	 	 	 Job	No.	15-218	 	 	
	 	
RE:	 USE	PERMIT	#UR	2016-0002;	BLUE	RIDGE	ROCK	QUARRY		
	
Dear	Ms.	Acker:	

We	have	had	the	opportunity	to	review	the	staff	report	and	Initial	Study/Mitigated	Negative	Declaration	
(IS/MND)	for	the	Blue	Ridge	Rock	Quarry	use	permit	renewal	and	modification.		We	find	the	documents	
to	be	accurate	and	well	written,	and	appreciate	the	time	spent	by	you	and	Beth	Burks	in	helping	us	get	
to	the	Planning	Commission	before	the	end	of	the	year.		
	
We	have	some	concerns	regarding	the	inclusion	of	the	original	use	permit	conditions	of	approval	(COAs)	
from	#U	10-95,	most	of	which	no	longer	apply	to	this	revised	project,	are	redundant	 in	relation	to	the	
new	COAs,	or	contain	references	to	documents	that	are	now	obsolete.		
	
CONDITIONS	OF	APPROVAL	FROM	#U	10-95	
Please	see	the	attached	list	of	conditions	from	the	original	use	permit	for	Blue	Ridge	Rock	Quarry,	#U	10-
95.	The	reasons	for	each	requested	action	are	provided	in	the	left	margin	of	the	page.	
	
We	 request	 the	 following	 original	 conditions	 from	 #U	 10-95	 be	 eliminated.	 These	 conditions	 are	
identified	with	a	circle	and	a	red	strike	through	the	condition	number.	
A-1,	A-3,	A-6,	A-7,	A-8,	A-9,	B-4,	B-5,	B-6,	B-9,	B-13,	B-17,	B-21,	B-22,	B-23,	B-24	and	B-25.	
	
We	 ask	 that	 the	 following	 original	 conditions	 from	 #U	 10-95	 be	 amended	 in	 conformance	 with	 the	
current	project.	These	conditions	are	identified	with	a	circle	only	around	the	condition	number.	
A-2,	A-5,	B-16,	B-18,	B-19,	B-20	and	B-26.	
	
The	remaining	conditions	continue	to	apply	to	the	current	project	as	written:	
A-4,	B-1,	B-2,	B-3,	B-7,	B-8,	B-10,	B-11,	B-12,	B-14	and	B-15.		
	
CONDITIONS	OF	APPROVAL	FROM	#UR	2016-0002	
We	ask	that	the	following	COA	be	eliminated	as	described	below.	
	
COA	 8:	 All	 mitigation	 measures	 and	 conditions	 of	 approval	 included	 under	 Use	 Permit	 #10-95	 shall	
continue	to	apply.		
	
We	request	that	this	condition	be	eliminated	in	lieu	of	the	above	changes.	For	reasons	of	clarity,	we	
recommend	that	the	original	COAs	that	will	remain	with	the	entitlement	be	appended	to	the	new	COAs	
and	re-numbered	beginning	with	COA	31.	This	would	provide	the	operator	and	planning	staff	with	a	
complete	list	of	project	conditions	in	one	document	to	reduce	confusion	over	the	life	of	the	permit.	
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We	appreciate	your	consideration	of	our	request.		Our	intention	is	to	provide	you	with	this	information	
early	enough	so	that	any	recommendations	from	staff	would	be	provided	to	Planning	Commissioners	for	
their	review	in	advance	of	the	December	7th	meeting.		If	you	wish	to	discuss	this	further	please	don’t	
hesitate	to	call	me	at	(707)	234-4878.	

Very	truly	yours,	
	
	
	
	
Julie	Price,	QISP	
Planner/Environmental	Specialist	
	
cc:			 Nash	Gonzalez,	Interim	Director,	Planning	and	Building	Services	

Beth	Burks,	LACO	Associates	
	 Jennifer	Gomez,	Syar	Industries,	Inc.		
	 Mendocino	County	Planning	Commission	
	
Attachment	



Provide correct volumes and term.

Addressed in COA #3; refers to obsolete documents.

6,000,000

200,000

30

The intent of this condition is already included in COA #1, but with updated language; expiration date is incorrect. 



Provide correct fee amount.

Incorrect fee and date; addressed in COA #4

Addressed in COA #4

Addressed in COA #4

Not applicable. The sediment basins have already been built.

May conflict with current Reclamation Plan, which has been approved by DMR.   

Addressed in COA # 4, 9, 10, 11



This is the same condition as COA #7

This is the same condition as COA #6



and up to 45 nights per year for haul-out only.

Does not include nighttime operations.

Addressed in COA #12

This document is obsolete. The SWPPP will change over the permit term and does not require a date reference.

Plan.

The Water Agency no longer reviews these reports.

Mining and Reclamation Plan dated July 6, 2017, prepared by Crawford & Associates, Inc.

Replace with current MRP reference.

This document is based on the previous project and is obsolete.

Tree replanting is addressed in COAs # 23 and #24

This condition was completed for the previous project and is no longer applicable.

Based on the previous Reclamation plan; no longer applicable.



No longer applicable.  COA #20 provides mitigation for avian species as recommended in the current Biological Resources Study. The nest observed in 1996 was one mile from the quarry and it was later determined that distance from the quarry was sufficient to prevent disturbance of the eagles.  

The recommendations from Dr. McBride are not readily available. 




