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and directional signs, trail markers, coastal access road markers, or in brochures, websites, guides, and public 

awareness materials. 

Figure A-1: CCT emblem can be displayed on a brushed aluminum or on a reflective white or grey 
background. 

A.4.4. California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 

Trail Handbook 
DPR’s Trail Handbook serves as the guideline for trail design, construction, survey, operations, and

maintenance standards. This handbook is widely used as a reference guide for recreational trail construction. 

Reaching the decision to build a new trail, implementing significant modifications to an existing trail, or

revising the allowed uses on an existing trail requires both staff specialist review and public input. While a 

new trail, a major trail modification, or a change in designated trail use can be implemented on a single trail 

basis, park-wide and regional trail system planning remains the preferred and the most effective avenue for

identifying and establishing interrelated recreational trail corridors, thus mitigating resource impacts and

reducing construction and maintenance costs. 

Currently there is no edition of this handbook published online. To request information on obtaining a copy of 

the handbook, contact the California State Parks Archives at (916) 653-6519.

Accessibility Guidelines (2009) 
DPR Accessibility Guidelines (Guidelines) present principles for providing accessibility within state parks.

The Guidelines are the primary tool provided by the California State Parks Accessibility Program to 

accomplish its mission of guiding the creation of universal access to California State Parks. The Guidelines

embody a compilation of accessibility standards, recommendations and regulations for compliance with

accessibility laws, particularly those established by the Federal Access Board, and are intended for use 

throughout California State Parks. According to the Guidelines, all persons and entities should independently

confirm standards, recommendations, laws and regulations related to accessibility. 

The Guidelines include standards and recommendations for numerous facilities common to parks, including

trails. As stated in the Guidelines, every effort should be made to install and maintain accessible trails. To this

end, the Guidelines contain standards for accessible trails such as maximum running slopes, minimum width 

and frequency of resting spaces, maximum acceptable gaps in the trail surface, optimal clearances and signage

requirements. The Guidelines further state that accessible trails should represent the most significant features

and environmental experiences unique to the area. 

Figure 4.13-7.  California Coastal Trail Emblem

Chapter 4.13: Mendocino Town Plan
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